City of Grovetown
103 Old Wrightsboro Road
P.O. Box 120
Grovetown, GA 30813
(706) 863-4576

Planning Commission
Thursday, May 19, 2022

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

AGENDA

Call to Order
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of the April 21, 2022, regular meeting minutes
Organizational and Procedural Items
a. None
6. Unfinished Business
a. None
7. New Business
a. Consider the preliminary plat for 1135 Newmnatown Road (“Rivercrest
Townhomes’)
b. Consider the text amendments (“Appendix C—Sign Code”) to Sec. 6.130 of
the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances base Zoning Code (“Appendix “A”
to the City Code) and Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Form Based Code
(City Center Districts) related to signs.
8. Staff Comments
9. General Comments
10. Adjourn

City of Grovetown
103 Old Wrightsboro Road
P.O. Box 120
Grovetown, GA 30813
(706) 863-4576

Planning Commission

Minutes of the April 21, 2022 Regular Meeting
1. Call to Order – The April 21, 2022, regular meeting, having been duly publicized, was
called to order by Acting Chairperson Connell at 6:00 P.M.
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call – Members present for the roll call were Vice Chairperson Ed Connell (acting
as Chairperson) and Commissioners Dominique Barabino, Richard Bowman, and Shelly
Kandian. Mr. Ronald Kurtz, Director of Planning and Community Development,
Jonathan Bush, City Planner, and members of the public were also present.
Mr. Connell introduced Mr. Barabino and welcomed him to his first Planning
Commission meeting.
4. Approval of the March 17 meeting minutes: Motion to accept the minutes with was
made by Mr. Bowman with the following amendment:
Under Section 7a., Mr. Bowman wanted to clarify that he was asking a question
about the addresses of the plat.
Ms. Kandian seconded. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
5. Organizational and procedural items.
a. None
6. Unfinished Business
a. None
7. New Business
a. Consider the Revised Plat for McCoys Creek Section 6
Mr. Bush gave the staff analysis of the request to the Planning Commission. He
explained that along with approval of the plat that there is a request for lot 5 for a
variance from
- Appendix A. Article II Sec. 2.034 A, for relief from the minimum lot size of
10,000 Square feet to 9,035 square feet.
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- Appendix A. Article II Sec. 2.034 C and D, for relief from the minimum lot
frontage and width at the building line of 75 feet to 65 feet.
Mr. Bush stated that this item had previously been heard at the March 21
Planning Commission meeting, and the applicant resubmitted in order to have an
opportunity to be heard, as they did not attend the first hearing.
Bo Slaughter, with James Swift and Associates, presented on behalf of the
application. He explained the origin of the error in the lot layouts and why the
requested variances are necessary. He expressed that the requested variances
would not be detrimental to the public.
Commission members asked questions of the applicant. Mr. Bowman asked
questions regarding why the necessary lot size adjustments could not be made
in other lots. Mr. Slaughter stated this could not occur because of existing
construction.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to approve the Final Plat without the requested
variance for lot 5 with a second by Ms. Kandian. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
b. Consider the Annexation of parcel G14 032 (320 Newmantown Road)
(Partial)
c. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G14 032 (320 Newmantown Road) from RA
(Columbia County Zoning) to CC6 (Partial)
Cases B and C were considered concurrently.
Mr. Bush gave the staff analysis of the requests to the Planning Commission.
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:15 PM.
In Favor:
None spoke.
Against:
None spoke.
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:16 PM.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the request for
annexation of the partial parcel at 320 Newmantown Road with a second by Ms.
Kandian. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
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Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
annexed parcel at 320 Newmantown Road to CC 6 with a second by Ms.
Kandian. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
d. Consider the Annexation of parcel G15 021 (408 Newmantown Road)
(Partial)
e. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G15 021 (408 Newmantown Road) from RA
(Columbia County Zoning) to CC6 (Partial)
Cases D and E were considered concurrently.
Mr. Bush gave the staff analysis of the requests to the Planning Commission.
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:20 PM.
In Favor:
None spoke.
Against:
None spoke.
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:21 PM.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the request for
annexation of the partial parcel at 408 Newmantown Road with a second by Ms
Kandian. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
annexed parcel at 408 Newmantown Road to CC 6 with a second by Mr.
Barabino. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
f. Consider the Annexation of parcel G14 001 (301 Old Berzelia Road)
g. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G14 001 (301 Old Berzelia Road) From RA
(Columbia County Zoning) to R-2
h. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G14 001A (301 Old Berzelia Road) from R1 to R-2
i. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G14 001B (Old Berzelia Road) from R-1 to
R-2
j. Consider the Rezoning of parcel G14 005 (215 Old Berzelia Road) from R-1
to R-2
Cases F, G, H, I, and J were considered concurrently.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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Mr. Bush gave the staff analysis of the requests to the Planning Commission.
Mr. Bush asked the Planning Commission to take note of the proposed staff
conditions for the proposal.
Mr. Bowman asked why condition 4 involved allowing up to 105 lots. Mr.
Bush stated that this was to allow for adjustment to realities in development
once engineering began.
The Public Hearing was opened at 6:30 PM.
In Favor:
Luke Boatright, with Stanley Martin Homes, spoke in favor of the
application. He stated that the developer planned to meet all
requirements of R-2 zoning and did not intend to request variances or
exceed 100 lots.
Against:
Zachary Crawford, 8037 Battle Street, asked for clarification about the
intensity of the proposal. He asked the applicant to clarify if a lot
purchased by the Reynolds’ Ridge HOA was to be used for an
entrance into the subdivision. The applicant stated this was not the
case.
Members of the public made comments on Facebook regarding the
adequacy of Old Berzelia Road to accommodate the development.
Shawn Vick, 8033 Battle Street, stated that Old Berzelia Road was not
sufficient as-is for 100 homes.
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:36 PM.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the request for
annexation of the parcel at 301 Old Berzelia Road (parcel G14 001) with a
second by Mr. Barabino. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
annexed parcel at 301 Old Berzelia Road (parcel G14 001) to R-2 with the
following conditions:
1. Future development shall be substantially consistent with
the concept plan and rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to lot layout, street
configuration, and building elevations.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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2. All relevant development, zoning, and use standards as
outlined in the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances shall
be met unless expressed otherwise in the conditions below.
This includes, but is not limited to, all R-2 standards found
in the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City
Code) and development standards found in the City’s
Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code).
3. Permitted use shall be restricted to one-single family
residence per lot and/or public and private parks and open
space only, in addition to allowable accessory uses and
properly permitted conditional uses.
4. No more than 105 lots for single-family homes may be
permitted on the final development plan.
5. Building elevations shall be submitted for each individual
home in accordance with the general design requirements
of Sec. 3.020C.2. (“Materials and Color”) of the Form Based
Code.
6. Any development plan shall provide for two street entrances
to the subdivision off of Old Berzelia Road.
7. Prior to any development, applicant shall conduct a tree
survey consistent with the requirements of Sec. 6.160 of the
Form Based Code.
8. With any development plan, applicant shall submit a
landscape plan for approval to the Director of Planning and
Community Development. Such plan shall include:
a. At least one hardwood tree per lot, selected from the
City’s list of approved tree species.
b. A 10’-foot landscape buffer along the rear and side
lot lines that abut properties not a part of the overall
development on all such situated lots, where existing
vegetative buffers do not exceed this standard.
9. Any development plan shall provide for the amenities as
described in the rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to:
a. A natural preserve on the eastern, western, and
southern boundaries of the property.
b. An open space gazebo and/or recreation pavilion,
location of which to be approved by the Director of
Planning and Community Development. Exact
design shall be reviewed and approved at the
building permit phase, prior to the issuance of 50%
of the allotted building permits.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
TDD/TYY # 711

Page 5

Planning Commission
Minutes of the Regular Meeting
April 21, 2022
c. A mail kiosk area (should individual mailboxes not
be provided), location of which to be approved by
the Director of Planning and Community
Development. Exact design shall be reviewed and
approved at the building permit phase, prior to the
issuance of 50% of the allotted building permits.
10. Any development plan shall provide for the preservation of
the existing Newman family cemetery on the southwest
corner of the properties in question, with provision for a
protected boundary and public access.
11. Any development plan shall provide for a minimum 5-foot
wide clear sidewalk on both sides of the street, compliant
with ADA standards. Sidewalk system will provide for
connectivity to the common areas and amenities described
above.
12. Streetlighting shall be installed and paid for by developer
consistent with the comprehensive lighting design provided
by Georgia Power with design as demonstrated in the
rezoning narrative submitted with the application.
13. Any future development shall establish a homeowners’
association consistent with the requirements of Sec.
3.010G of the Form Based Code.
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Ms. Kandian seconded. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
parcel at 301 Old Berzelia Road (parcel G14 001A) to R-2 with the following
conditions:
1. Future development shall be substantially consistent with
the concept plan and rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to lot layout, street
configuration, and building elevations.
2. All relevant development, zoning, and use standards as
outlined in the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances shall
be met unless expressed otherwise in the conditions below.
This includes, but is not limited to, all R-2 standards found
in the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City
Code) and development standards found in the City’s
Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code).
3. Permitted use shall be restricted to one-single family
residence per lot and/or public and private parks and open
space only, in addition to allowable accessory uses and
properly permitted conditional uses.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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4. No more than 105 lots for single-family homes may be
permitted on the final development plan.
5. Building elevations shall be submitted for each individual
home in accordance with the general design requirements
of Sec. 3.020C.2. (“Materials and Color”) of the Form Based
Code.
6. Any development plan shall provide for two street entrances
to the subdivision off of Old Berzelia Road.
7. Prior to any development, applicant shall conduct a tree
survey consistent with the requirements of Sec. 6.160 of the
Form Based Code.
8. With any development plan, applicant shall submit a
landscape plan for approval to the Director of Planning and
Community Development. Such plan shall include:
a. At least one hardwood tree per lot, selected from the
City’s list of approved tree species.
b. A 10’-foot landscape buffer along the rear and side
lot lines that abut properties not a part of the overall
development on all such situated lots, where existing
vegetative buffers do not exceed this standard.
9. Any development plan shall provide for the amenities as
described in the rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to:
a. A natural preserve on the eastern, western, and
southern boundaries of the property.
b. An open space gazebo and/or recreation pavilion,
location of which to be approved by the Director of
Planning and Community Development. Exact
design shall be reviewed and approved at the
building permit phase, prior to the issuance of 50%
of the allotted building permits.
c. A mail kiosk area (should individual mailboxes not
be provided), location of which to be approved by
the Director of Planning and Community
Development. Exact design shall be reviewed and
approved at the building permit phase, prior to the
issuance of 50% of the allotted building permits.
10. Any development plan shall provide for the preservation of
the existing Newman family cemetery on the southwest
corner of the properties in question, with provision for a
protected boundary and public access.
11. Any development plan shall provide for a minimum 5-foot
wide clear sidewalk on both sides of the street, compliant
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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with ADA standards. Sidewalk system will provide for
connectivity to the common areas and amenities described
above.
12. Streetlighting shall be installed and paid for by developer
consistent with the comprehensive lighting design provided
by Georgia Power with design as demonstrated in the
rezoning narrative submitted with the application.
13. Any future development shall establish a homeowners’
association consistent with the requirements of Sec.
3.010G of the Form Based Code.
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Ms. Kandian seconded. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
parcel at Old Berzelia Road (parcel G14 001B) to R-2 with the following
conditions:
1. Future development shall be substantially consistent with
the concept plan and rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to lot layout, street
configuration, and building elevations.
2. All relevant development, zoning, and use standards as
outlined in the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances shall
be met unless expressed otherwise in the conditions below.
This includes, but is not limited to, all R-2 standards found
in the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City
Code) and development standards found in the City’s
Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code).
3. Permitted use shall be restricted to one-single family
residence per lot and/or public and private parks and open
space only, in addition to allowable accessory uses and
properly permitted conditional uses.
4. No more than 105 lots for single-family homes may be
permitted on the final development plan.
5. Building elevations shall be submitted for each individual
home in accordance with the general design requirements
of Sec. 3.020C.2. (“Materials and Color”) of the Form Based
Code.
6. Any development plan shall provide for two street entrances
to the subdivision off of Old Berzelia Road.
7. Prior to any development, applicant shall conduct a tree
survey consistent with the requirements of Sec. 6.160 of the
Form Based Code.
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8. With any development plan, applicant shall submit a
landscape plan for approval to the Director of Planning and
Community Development. Such plan shall include:
a. At least one hardwood tree per lot, selected from the
City’s list of approved tree species.
b. A 10’-foot landscape buffer along the rear and side
lot lines that abut properties not a part of the overall
development on all such situated lots, where existing
vegetative buffers do not exceed this standard.
9. Any development plan shall provide for the amenities as
described in the rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to:
a. A natural preserve on the eastern, western, and
southern boundaries of the property.
b. An open space gazebo and/or recreation pavilion,
location of which to be approved by the Director of
Planning and Community Development. Exact
design shall be reviewed and approved at the
building permit phase, prior to the issuance of 50%
of the allotted building permits.
c. A mail kiosk area (should individual mailboxes not
be provided), location of which to be approved by
the Director of Planning and Community
Development. Exact design shall be reviewed and
approved at the building permit phase, prior to the
issuance of 50% of the allotted building permits.
10. Any development plan shall provide for the preservation of
the existing Newman family cemetery on the southwest
corner of the properties in question, with provision for a
protected boundary and public access.
11. Any development plan shall provide for a minimum 5-foot
wide clear sidewalk on both sides of the street, compliant
with ADA standards. Sidewalk system will provide for
connectivity to the common areas and amenities described
above.
12. Streetlighting shall be installed and paid for by developer
consistent with the comprehensive lighting design provided
by Georgia Power with design as demonstrated in the
rezoning narrative submitted with the application.
13. Any future development shall establish a homeowners’
association consistent with the requirements of Sec.
3.010G of the Form Based Code.
Mr. Barabino seconded. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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Mr. Bowman made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of the
parcel at 215 Old Berzelia Road (parcel G14 005) to R-2 with the following
conditions:
1. Future development shall be substantially consistent with
the concept plan and rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to lot layout, street
configuration, and building elevations.
2. All relevant development, zoning, and use standards as
outlined in the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances shall
be met unless expressed otherwise in the conditions below.
This includes, but is not limited to, all R-2 standards found
in the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City
Code) and development standards found in the City’s
Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code).
3. Permitted use shall be restricted to one-single family
residence per lot and/or public and private parks and open
space only, in addition to allowable accessory uses and
properly permitted conditional uses.
4. No more than 105 lots for single-family homes may be
permitted on the final development plan.
5. Building elevations shall be submitted for each individual
home in accordance with the general design requirements
of Sec. 3.020C.2. (“Materials and Color”) of the Form Based
Code.
6. Any development plan shall provide for two street entrances
to the subdivision off of Old Berzelia Road.
7. Prior to any development, applicant shall conduct a tree
survey consistent with the requirements of Sec. 6.160 of the
Form Based Code.
8. With any development plan, applicant shall submit a
landscape plan for approval to the Director of Planning and
Community Development. Such plan shall include:
a. At least one hardwood tree per lot, selected from the
City’s list of approved tree species.
b. A 10’-foot landscape buffer along the rear and side
lot lines that abut properties not a part of the overall
development on all such situated lots, where existing
vegetative buffers do not exceed this standard.
9. Any development plan shall provide for the amenities as
described in the rezoning narrative submitted with the
application, including but not limited to:
a. A natural preserve on the eastern, western, and
southern boundaries of the property.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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b. An open space gazebo and/or recreation pavilion,
location of which to be approved by the Director of
Planning and Community Development. Exact
design shall be reviewed and approved at the
building permit phase, prior to the issuance of 50%
of the allotted building permits.
c. A mail kiosk area (should individual mailboxes not
be provided), location of which to be approved by
the Director of Planning and Community
Development. Exact design shall be reviewed and
approved at the building permit phase, prior to the
issuance of 50% of the allotted building permits.
10. Any development plan shall provide for the preservation of
the existing Newman family cemetery on the southwest
corner of the properties in question, with provision for a
protected boundary and public access.
11. Any development plan shall provide for a minimum 5-foot
wide clear sidewalk on both sides of the street, compliant
with ADA standards. Sidewalk system will provide for
connectivity to the common areas and amenities described
above.
12. Streetlighting shall be installed and paid for by developer
consistent with the comprehensive lighting design provided
by Georgia Power with design as demonstrated in the
rezoning narrative submitted with the application.
13. Any future development shall establish a homeowners’
association consistent with the requirements of Sec.
3.010G of the Form Based Code.
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Mr. Connell seconded. The vote was unanimous, 4-0.
8. Staff Comments: Mr. Kurtz, thanked the Planning Commission and the public for
participating in the public hearing. He stated that a City Council work session would be
held regarding the items heard at this meeting on Thursday, April 28, at 6:00 PM.
9. General Comment: Mr. Philip McCormick spoke to the difficulty of creating
developments to City Center, Form Based Code standards. Mr. Kurtz stated for the
record that City Council has established a committee to examine the Form Based Code.
Mr. Shawn Vick, 8033 Battle Street, again reiterated that Old Berzelia Road was going
to have traffic issues should the above proposals be approved.
10. Adjourn: With a motion by Ms. Kandian, seconded by Mr. Bowman and a unanimous
vote, Acting Chairperson Connell adjourned the meeting at 6:56 PM.
The City of Grovetown is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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Respectfully submitted,
Jonathan Bush
City Planner
Secretary to the Planning Commission
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City of Grovetown
Department of Planning and Community Development

Planning Commission
CASE ANALYSIS

Preliminary Plat and Variance Request
TO:

Chairperson and Planning Commissioners

DATE:

May 19, 2022

FROM:

Jonathan Bush

RE:

Rivercrest Townhome Preliminary Plat and Variance
1135 Newmantown Road

The Request:
The applicant is requesting the Planning Commission approve the preliminary plat for
the Rivercrest Townhome Subdivision. The applicant is requesting a variance from
the Planning Commission to reduce the minimum radius of curvature of center-line

1

for streets from 90-feet to 50-feet as permitted by Sec. 305.C. of the City’s
Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code).
Subject Property Description:
The applicant and property owner are HTB Development LLC., represented by
Charles Trotter.
The subject property is located at 1135 Newmantown Road. The parcel number is 063
149. The property is zoned R-4 (Townhome Residential) with conditions. The
property is ±7.92 acres. The property in its current form is a vacant single-family
home. The property has approximately 700 feet of road frontage on Newmantown
Road and approximately 580 feet of road frontage on Washington Street.
To the north, east, and south of the subject property are parcels zoned R-3 as a part of
the single-family home Liberty Hills Subdivision. To the west of the subject property
is a parcel zoned CC 8 (Civic District) which hold city services, including Liberty
Park, the City Maintenance Shop, and the Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Findings of Fact:
The Rivercrest Townhomes subdivision is a proposed 45-unit townhome
development.
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on December 17, 2020 for the
rezoning of this property from R-1 to R-4. The Planning Commission voted to
recommend approval to the City Council with 21 conditions.
This property was rezoned from R-1 to R-4 for the purposes of facilitating this project
on April 12, 2021. The City Council adopted the rezoning with 21 conditions that are
attached.
Should the preliminary plat be approved by the Planning Commission, the applicant
plans to petition the Board of Zoning Appeals to request variances for front setbacks
on 28 units (from 25-feet to 20-feet) and rear setbacks on all 45 units (from 25-feet to
18-feet in most instances). The applicant has indicated that these variances are needed
because of the retaining walls necessitated by the topography challenges of the
property.
There is sufficient water and sewer capacity to support this project.
Analysis:
Zoning:
The applicant proposes a development that will largely comply with the standards of
the R-4 as defined in the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City Code).
The intent and standards of the R-4 zoning district as proscribed in City’s base
Zoning Code are as follows:
2

Sec. 2.050 (R-4 Townhome Residential District)
This district is established to provide for the development of townhouse
residential units at a density not greater than ten (10) units per gross acre.
For the purposes of this district, a "townhouse" is an attached dwelling unit
which has its own front door and is separated from adjoining units in the
same row or group by fire walls or fire separations
2.054.Intensity of use. The following minimum standards shall apply.
a. There shall be no minimum lot size or lot width in the R-4 District.
b. There shall be no maximum lot coverage in the R-4 District.
c. There shall be no minimum lot frontage in the R-4 District.
d. There shall be no more than ten (10) dwelling units per gross acre.
2.055. Building line setbacks. The minimum required setbacks for all
buildings and structures from abutting street rights-of-way and side and rear
property lines shall be as follows:
a. The minimum front building line setback from abutting street rights-of-way
shall be twenty-five (25) feet. When lots have double frontage, the required
minimum set back shall be provided from both street rights-of-way (see
Article VI [of this appendix]).
b. The minimum side building line set back from each side property line shall
be ten (10) feet. Exception is when zero lot lines are appropriate in attached
dwelling units.
c. The minimum rear building line set back from the rear property line shall
be twenty-five (25) feet.
2.056. Height restrictions. The maximum height for a building or structure
shall be thirty-five (35) feet.
2.057. Length restrictions. There shall be no continuous residential
structures such as townhouses or attached dwellings containing more than six
(6) dwelling units.
2.058. Distance between buildings. No structure or building shall be erected
within twenty (20) feet or any other structure.
2.059. Parking requirements. All use shall provide off-street parking as
specified in Article VI [of this appendix].
2.060. Open space requirement. Not less than twenty-five (25) percent of the
development shall be maintained as permanent open space. Parking and other
3

paved surfaces, except patios and courtyards, shall not count toward this open
space requirement.
Ordinance No. 2021-01-02
The City Council adopted the zoning ordinance for this property on April 12,
2021, establishing it as R-4. In this ordinance there were 21 conditions above
and beyond those of the standard zoning district attached to the project. The
conditions listed below are conditions that were required to be met at the time
of Preliminary Plat approval.
Staff has deemed that these conditions have been met at the time of this
submittal. The remainder of the conditions are to be met during the
construction phase of the project. All conditions can be found in the attached
document.
1. The Developer shall provide and landscape the 10-foot-wide
landscaping strip with a six (6) foot high berm on it along
Newmantown Road to provide visual and noise screening to the future
development. The planting shall be of minimum six (6) foot high trees
at the time of planting. The trees must be of the local species adaptable
to local conditions. The planting of trees shall be staggered, approved
by the landscape architect. The landscaping plan shall be prepared by
a registered landscape architect. The construction of berm and
installation of landscaping must be completed by the time of obtaining
a building permit for the 25th building at the development. The plans
must be approved by the Director, Planning and Community
Development.
2. The applicant shall submit landscaping plans for the whole
project/subdivision as required by the City regulations. The plans shall
be prepared by the registered landscape architect and must be
approved by the Department of Planning and Community
Development.
3. The applicant shall submit a Traffic Study prepared by a third-party
registered engineer/traffic/transportation engineer with the site plan
submittal for approval. The study shall include traffic analysis
(considering present and future traffic pattern) with professional
recommendations along Newmantown Road and Washington Road
(part of Liberty Hills Subdivision). Including installation of “STOP”
sign on the entrance/exit at Washington Street and “SLOW –
SUBDIVISION ENTRANCE/EXIT” along Washington Street as
recommended by a Traffic Engineer / Project Engineer.
4

8. The site plan design shall provide an active children’s Park / Activity
area for children of 2 to 12 age group with installed play equipment
such as swings, jungle Jim, see – saw etc. The active children’s green
space and play equipment must be built/ready to use by the completion
of 50% of the project. The plans showing equipment location, design,
material, color, and other details to the Director of Planning and
Community Development for approval. The Director may request for
material samples.
9. The utilities plans (water, sewer) must be approved by the Director,
Public Works Department prior to obtaining a building permit.
10. The developer/property owner must coordinate with the Public Works
Department for the proposed development with the City’s drainage
system/plan along Newmantown Road.
11. The developer must install decorative streetlights throughout the
subdivision. The streetlights shall be installed no more than 300 feet
apart. Plan showing location and design of the streetlights in the
subdivision must be submitted to the Director, Planning and
Community Development for review and approval.
13. No clear cutting shall be permitted on the subject property. Existing
hard wood trees shall be preserved to the maximum possible extent. A
tree survey must be conducted and the survey with recommendations
must be submitted to the Department of Planning and Community
Development for approval prior to obtaining land disturbance permit.
14. The property owner/developer shall provide an approval/consent / no
objection letter from the president of HOA of Liberty Hill Subdivision
allowing/permitting access to Washington Street from the proposed
development as recommended by a certified engineer / traffic engineer
/ architect. The letter must be submitted to the Department of
Planning and Community Development with the development plan.
15. Provide an eight (8) foot wide board walk along one side (preferably
upper side) of the pond with benches and streetlights. The plan must
be prepared by an architect/engineer considering site availability,
feasibility and safety at the location. The plans must be submitted to
the Director for review and approval.
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16. A six (6) foot high black vinyl coated chain link fence shall be installed
along/around the detention pond(s) area for safety and protection.
Install gates for maintenance purposes.
17. Provide on the plan and build minimum five (5) foot wide continuous
sidewalk within the subdivision connecting with Newmantown Road.
18. Dedicate ten (10) foot wide strip along Newmantown Road frontage to
the City for future road widening or ROW requirements. This
stipulation may impact reduction in the required building line. The
Director is authorized to approve the reduced building line in
coordination with the City Engineer.
Subdivision:
All subdivisions are subject to the following standards for street construction as
defined in the City’s Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code):
Sec. 305. C. (Horizontal alignment of streets). Where a deflection angle of
more than ten (10) degrees in the alignment of a street occurs, the radius
curvature of the center-line of said street shall be not less than as follows:
STREET
MINIMUM RADIUS
CLASSIFICATION OF CURVATURE OF
CENTER-LINE
Primary Artery
690 feet
Secondary Artery 430 feet
Collector Street
230 feet
Land Service Street
Residential
90 feet*
Commercial
90 feet
Industrial
150 feet
Service Drive
50 feet
*Planning commission may approve a fifty-foot curvature to make more efficient use of land.

While the Planning Commission is empowered to grant any variances regarding these standards, it
is significant to note that the nature of the relief the applicant is seeking is explicitly authorized in
the Subdivision Code.
Authority:
Pursuant to Section 202.D. of the City’s Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code), it is the
responsibility of the Planning Commission to confirm that the preliminary plat meets lot standards as
noted by the relevant zoning codes.
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Pursuant to Section 402 of the City’s Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code), the
Planning Commission may authorize variances from the general requirements and minimum
standards of design contained in Article III, provided the subdivider makes a specific request and
shows to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission that topographical or other conditions peculiar
and particular to the site are such that strict adherence to the requirements would cause him
unnecessary hardship and would not carry out the intent of the regulations.
Pursuant to Section 305.C. of the City’s Subdivision Code (Appendix “B” to the City Code),
horizontal alignment of streets are a standard from which the Planning Commission may authorize
variances during the plat process.
Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the Preliminary Plat and the requested variance for the
Rivercrest Townhome development with conditions:
1. The developer will meet all zoning conditions as laid out in ordinance 2021-0102.
2. The development will be in substantial conformity with the development plan
submitted with the application.
3. The applicant shall petition the City of Grovetown Board of Zoning Appeals for
any development related variances which the City of Grovetown Planning
Commission is not authorized to grant per the City’s Subdivision Code (Appendix
“B” to the City Code).
Enclosure:
Preliminary Plat
Ordinance 2021-01-02
Letter requesting plat approval and variance request
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Request for Planning Commission

Rivercrest Townhomes
March 2022

March 30, 2022
Mr. Jonathan Bush
City Planner – Planning & Community Development
103 Old Wrightsboro Road
Grovetown, GA 30813
Re:

Rivercrest Townhomes
Project #748.0

Dear Mr. Bush,
Please accept this letter as our request that the Rivercrest Townhomes project be
placed on the City of Grovetown Planning Commission Agenda for the April 21st
meeting. We are also requesting a variance to the minimum horizontal alignment (radius
of curvature) from 90’ to 50’ – per City of Grovetown Planning Handbook, Appendix 6 –
Subdivision Plan Review Checklist Item #22. (Planning Commission may approve a
fifty-foot curvature to make more efficient use of the land). An exhibit is attached
depicting the locations where the variance is requested.
As we discussed, the owner intends to submit a future request to the Board of
Zoning Appeals seeking a minor reduction in the front and rear setbacks for some of the
townhome lots.
If you have any questions, or if you require further information, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Bluewater Engineering Services, LLC

Bill Corder

Bill Corder, PE
Cc:

Hal Trotter – HTB Development, LLC
Bluewater Engineering Services, LLC • P. O. Box 617 • Evans, GA. 30809
Ph: 706.364.5220 • Fax: 706.364.5221 • Website: www.bluewaterengr.com

City of Grovetown
Department of Planning and Community Development

Planning Commission
CASE ANALYSIS

Text Amendment
TO:

Chairperson and Planning Commissioners

DATE:

May 19, 2022

FROM:

Department of Planning and Community Development

RE:

Sign Code Amendment (“Appendix C—Sign Code”)

Executive Summary:
The City of Grovetown is proposing a comprehensive text amendment, Appendix
C—Sign Code, to replace the City’s existing sign ordinances, currently contained in
Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances base Zoning Code
(Appendix “A” to the City Code) and Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Form
Based Code (City Center Districts). The amendment as written shall supersede both
of these sections and apply to all properties within the city limits.
Intent of Amendment:
The goals of adopting this amendment are threefold:
1. Simplify sign allowances, in type, size, and location;
2. Streamline sign code administration by applying one sign code to the entire
City; and
3. Reconcile any outstanding issues pertaining to Constitutional limits on the
regulation of speech.
Attached is a memo prepared by the third-party consultant contracted for the crafting
of this amendment outlining the major changes between this code and current
standards, largely focusing on differences with the current Form Based Code area. In
the vast majority of circumstances, sign allowances are maintained, if not expanded,
from status quo.
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Authority:
Pursuant to Section 11.000 of the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City Code), “the
mayor and council may from time to time, after receiving a report from the planning commission
and after public hearings are held as required by law, amend, supplement, or change [the Zoning
Code] regulations.”
Pursuant to Section 11.020 of the City’s base Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City
Code), All amendments shall first be submitted to the planning commission for its
review and recommendations,” which it shall submit to the mayor and council
following a public hearing.
Planning Commission Action:
The Planning Commission is tasked with the following question:
1. Should the text amendment, Appendix C—Sign Code, be adopted as
submitted, or with amendments?
Adopting the text amendment as written would have the following effect:
1. Repeal Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances base
Zoning Code (Appendix “A” to the City Code)
2. Repeal Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Form Based Code (City
Center Districts)
3. Codify Appendix C—Sign Code into the City of Grovetown Code of
Ordinances
Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the text amendment as written.
Public Notice:
Public notice was provided by advertising the amendment and public hearing in the
legal organ. Public notice was posted on the city website and city Facebook.
Enclosure:
Consultants’ Memo
Appendix C—Sign Code (i.e. the Text Amendment)
Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Code of Ordinances base Zoning Code
(Appendix “A” to the City Code)
Sec. 6.130 of the City of Grovetown Form Based Code (City Center Districts)
Public Notice
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To: City of Grovetown Mayor and City Council
From: CPL
CC: Elaine Matthews, City Manager
Ronnie Kurtz, Director of Planning and Community Development
City of Grovetown Planning Commission
Date: April 20, 2022
Summary:
At the kick-off meeting held virtually on January 6, 2022, the Planning Department and a
consultant team from CPL convened to discuss necessary changes to Section 6.130 - Sign Code.
The goals were to modernize existing regulations to better comply with adopted and emerging
changes to state and federal sign code legislation, improve procedural transparency for the public,
and improve ease of implementation. The project team has synthesized the information discussed
at the kick-off and subsequent project meetings and submits following recommendations to the
current sign code for City Council’s consideration.
Action Items:
Based on project team discussions, please review the summary of proposed changes. The summary
is in bulleted format to provide a clear explanation of changes. More detailed changes can be found
in the formal text amendments.
Recommendations:
The summary of all changes is arranged by section wherein each change can be found.
General Purpose and Intent
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clarified new ordinance supersedes both existing Sign Codes in Municode and Form Based
Code.
Strengthened narrative by referencing source legislative frameworks supporting its
adoption.
Strengthened narrative by ensuring all purposes listed support substantive governmental
interests as outlined in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.
Restructured code to apply based on land use/project types rather than zoning districts.
Relocated references to rebuilding destroyed signage to new non-conforming signs section
to new Article 4 – Administration and Enforcement.
Introduced new illumination standards for Electronic Sign Faces, added illumination
metrics to facilitate code enforcement of all signage in the City.
Made illumination standards into a standalone section (Article 6-Illumination) for ease of
long-term amendment.
Updated general computation guidelines to include guidance based on signage type; added
metrics for measurements of distance, height, and general placement to limit interference
with pedestrian and vehicular safety.
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•
•
•
•

•

Broke out computation, sign permit, and procedural information into standalone Article 3
– Review and Approval Procedures.
Eliminated registration of Non-conforming Signs regulation, to allow more organic
transition to code-compliant standards, as based on market dynamics.
Strengthened and clarified conditions necessary to continue to use non-conforming signs.
Introduced procedures to allow for City removal of non-compliant, abandoned, dilapidated,
or a danger to public health, safety, or welfare as part of Article 4 – Administration and
Enforcement.
Appeals process of administrative decisions or variances is processed by the BZA. Sign
specific criteria introduced to help BZA officials in their review of Sign Code requests or
appeals.

Definitions
•
•
•
•

Carried over under Article 2 – Terminology and Measurements.
Divided definitions into subsections for key terms and sign types to help find information.
Added new definitions to assist in processing illumination requests, new sign types
introduced.
Removed regulatory language from definitions to facilitate ease of future text amendments.

Exempt Signs
•
•

Carried over exemptions to new code under Article 5 – General Regulations.
Coalesced sign types into larger parent categories (example: name plates, hours of
operation can now fall under a single ‘incidental sign’ type).

Prohibited Signs
•
•
•

Carried over most prohibitions to new code under Article 5 – General Regulations.
Created new allowances for Electric Message Boards (now Electronic Sign Faces).
Removed reference to works of art – instead expand wall sign category to allow mounted
or painted methods. Both require permitting.

Permanent Signage
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Combined wall, awning, projecting signs into single Building Sign category to ease and
expedite permit review process.
Sign area allowances assigned by sign type (i.e. building and freestanding) rather than
considered together per development/tenant.
Eliminated “element height” as a consideration for wall signs.
Eliminated projecting marquee signage as an authorized sign type.
Introduced Gas Station Canopy/Service Pump Signs, in compliance with state regulations.
Monument Signs now allowed to use Electronic Sign Faces, subject to compliance with
illumination standards.
Changed allowance for large (i.e. 18-foot tall) Multi-Tenant Monument sign type from
being required for qualified common developments to being an option.
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•
•
•
•

Eliminated General Ped-Scale Pole Mounted Signs.
Added Hanging, Drive-Through, Shingle, Incidental sign types.
Signs placed by governmental agencies remain allowed and exempt from permitting
requirements.
Individual tables summarizing sign standards replaced by two tables for whole section to
allow ease of resident/business use.

Temporary Signs
•

•
•
•
•
•

Instead of 30 days/120 aggregate signage time limits, introduced new language that limits
total aggregate signage area for temporary signs at any given time. Banners remain time
regulated at 30 days.
Review banners and additional temporary signs for non-commercial uses through single
stream permitting process shared with permanent signs.
Collapsed most temporary sign types into a general, content neutral Informational Sign
type.
Construction related signage now processed as signage for special qualifying events.
Sandwich Board signs now referenced as A Frame signage.
Introduced new T-Frame Sign as temporary signs (different type of hinge / support, but
commonly used together with A Frame Signage)
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APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE
ARTICLE I - INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
Section 1.1 Legal Framework
A. Replaces Older Sign Codes. Appendix A – Zoning, Article VI.-Supplementary Regulations, Section
6.130.-Signs and Outdoor Advertising and Appendix A – Zoning, Article III.-City Center Districts,
Section 6.130 Signage are repealed and replaced in their entirety by this Appendix C – Sign Code.
B. Use of Police Powers. This section is adopted pursuant to the police power of the City of
Grovetown and State of Georgia under Article 9, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of the
State of Georgia and the Official Code of Georgia Annotated (O.C.G.A) Section 36-35-3, as
amended, and the Director of Planning and Community Development, or designee, is authorized
and directed to administer and enforce this Appendix.
C. Some signage has a single targeted function, and identification of signage by description is
impossible without referring to its function. For instance, address numerals are used for the sole
purpose of identifying addresses, which is a benefit to persons looking for those addresses and
is essential to public safety personnel responding to emergencies. In addition, directional signs
are used for the sole purpose of ensuring safe movement of vehicles entering and exiting
property to and from public rights-of-way, private roads, and driveways. While such signage may
be referenced based upon the function it serves within the context of this Appendix, the
provisions of this article are unrelated to the content of the speech provided and allow
maximum expressive potential to sign owners.
D. Purpose and Intent. It is the purpose of Appendix C—Sign Code to promote the public health,
safety, and general welfare through reasonable, consistent, and non-discriminatory sign
standards. These sign regulations are not intended to censor speech or to regulate viewpoints.
Instead, they are intended to regulate, mitigate, and prevent adverse secondary effects of signs
on city aesthetics, property values, and traffic and pedestrian safety, which the Mayor and City
Council have identified as substantial government interests. More specifically, the intent of these
regulations is to:
1. Aid the public and private sectors in identifying the location of goods and services without
difficulty or confusion.
2. Reduce the visual clutter that may be caused by the proliferation, improper placement
illumination, excessive height, and excessive size of signs which compete for the attention of
pedestrian and vehicular signage.
3. Maintain and enhance the beauty, unique character, aesthetic environment, and quality of
the City of Grovetown that will attract commerce, businesses, economic development,
residents, and visitors.
4. Preserve, protect, and enhance the aesthetic quality of the community’s natural
environment.
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5. Protect property values by ensuring the number of signs are in harmony with buildings,
neighborhoods, and conforming signs in the area.
6. Ensure that the benefits derived from expenditure of public funds for the improvement and
beautification of streets, sidewalks, public parks, public rights of way, and other public places
and spaces are protected by exercising reasonable controls over the physical characteristics
and structural design of signs.
7. Facilitate and aid the identification of buildings and general locations in the city in the event
of police, fire, or other emergencies and to avoid confusion and delay in response to such
emergencies.

Section 1.2 Applicability
The regulation and requirements of Appendix C – Sign Code apply to all signs erected within the corporate
limits of the City of Grovetown, Georgia that are intended to be viewed or which can be viewed from a
public right of way, a private street, or adjacent property. All erection, construction, reconstruction,
enlargement, moving, altering, or converting of signs shall be performed in compliance with the
requirements of this Appendix C.

Section 1.3 Severability
If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of Appendix
C – Sign Code is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent
jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect the remaining sections,
subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, phrases, clauses, terms or words of Appendix C-Sign
Code.

ARTICLE 2 – TERMINOLOGY AND MEASUREMENTS
Section 2.1 Definitions
These definitions apply only to Appendix C--Sign Code. Where there is a conflict between a graphic and
a definition, the text prevails.
A. General Terms.
1. Abutting or Adjoining. A property that is immediately next to another property or shares a
common boundary. It includes a zoning district that is next to another zoning district.
2. Awning. A roof-like cover entirely supported by and extending from a building for the purpose
of protecting openings from the elements, providing shade, or building ornamentation that
may extend over a sidewalk, walkway, or vehicle access area.
3. Cabinet lighting. A type of internal illumination in which the entire structure of the sign
consists of a frame and face or faces. A cabinet may include electrical components and/or
support structure. Cabinet lighting is prohibited except as exempt for drive through/drive up
and monument signs.
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4. Channel Lighting. A type of internal illumination where the sign face and returns are mounted
on standoffs away from the wall, connected by a raceway, and which light is directed toward
the viewer through translucent faces. Also known as face-lit.

5. Common Development. A lot or combination or lots which share a common development
plan, or that are dependent upon one another for access, parking, or utilities.
6. Canopy. A roofed structure not fully enclosed by walls for the purpose of providing shelter or
architectural detail.
7. Changeable Copy. A component of a sign designed to permit change of copy manually,
mechanically, or electronically (with an Electronic Sign Face), including such signs where the
change of copy is by remote or automatic means.
8. Copy. Visually communicative elements, including but not limited to words, letters, numbers,
designs, figures, or other symbolic presentation or combination thereof displayed on a sign
face.
9. Digital sign face. See electronic sign face.
10. Elevation. A two-dimensional scaled drawing of a building or structure.
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11. Electronic Sign Face. An illuminated sign face without moving parts whose content may be
changed by electronic process with intermittent light or lights, including light emitting diodes
liquid crystal display, and plasma screen image display. An electronic sign face is a kind of
changeable copy.
12. External Illumination. A type of sign lighting accomplished using a source of light that directly
or indirectly illuminates the face of the sign from outside the sign structure.

13. Finished Grade. The final grade of the ground surface after development.
14. Flagpole. A pole, staff, or other straight rod permanently affixed to the ground or attached to
a building and intended for the sole function of displaying flags.
15. Footcandle. Footcandles measure how much light is hitting a surface. One foot candle equals
one lumen per square foot.
16. Halo Lighting. A type of internal illumination where the sign face and returns are mounted on
standoffs away from the wall and which light is directed against a surface behind the letter,
producing a halo effect. Every part of the sign face and structure visible to the viewer is
opaque, and the back is open or translucent. Also known as a back-lit or reverse channel-lit.

17. Inflatable. Devices made of strong plastic, rubber, or other material designed to be filled or
driven with air or other gas for its proper display or support. Blow mold fixtures and similar
devices are considered inflatable.
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18. Individual letters. A cutout or etched letter or logo that is individually placed on a wall or
freestanding sign.
19. Internal Illumination. A type of sign lighting accomplished using a source of light that is
internal to the sign structure. This term includes electronic sign faces, as well as channel,
routed push through, halo, cabinet, and back-lit illumination types.

20. Logo. A graphic symbol representing an activity, use or business. Logos may include registered
trademarks or symbols commonly used by a business and may include lettering in addition to
graphic designs.
21. Lot. A parcel of land separated from other portions or parcels by a legal subdivision process
based on an approved subdivision plat of record and intended for use, transfer of ownership,
or for building development.
22. Lumen. Lumens are a measure of light output from a source. The more lumens a fixture gives
off, the more light it gives off.
23. Mixed Use Development. A development that includes primary residential uses and primary
non-residential uses that are part of the same integrated development, whether within the
same building or on the same, interconnected, walkable site.
24. Multi-family Building. A structure containing three or more dwelling units, in which the units
may or may not share a common wall with the adjacent unit (horizontally or vertically) or have
individual entrances from the outside.
25. Routed Push Through Lighting. A type of internal illumination where the copy projects
outward from a panel or cabinet towards the viewer. The standoff dimension is created by a
clear acrylic return that allows light to penetrate through the sides of the copy only. The sign
face and cabinet are opaque, and the copy does not stand off more than one-inch from the
sign. Routed push through lighting is not considered cabinet lighting.
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26. Sign. Any device, fixture, placard or structure, including its component parts, which draws
attention to an object, product, place, activity, opinion, person, institution, organization, or
place of business, or which identifies or promotes the interests of any person, and which may
be viewed from the private property of another or from any public road, street, highway,
right-of-way, or parked areas (collectively referred to as a “public area”). For the purposes of
this Appendix C--Sign Code, unless otherwise stated, the term “sign” shall include the
structure upon which a sign face is located.
27. Sign Face. The surface upon, against, or through which a sign copy and/or graphic is displayed
or illustrated, inclusive of any border and trim but excluding the base, apron, supports, or
other structural members.
28. Wall Face. An exterior facade made up of the aggregate of the surface areas of all façade
portions oriented along the same general plane. This is calculated either by tenant for
common developments or for the whole façade in single occupant or common entrance
buildings.
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29. Window Area. The term given to an entire assembly of fenestration comprised of the sash,
mullions, glazing, and frame or uninterrupted system of windows. For determining window
area, a series of windows that are separated by frames or supporting material of less than 6
inches in width shall be considered a single window.
B. Sign Types
1. Abandoned Sign. A sign where the copy or supporting structure(s) have deteriorated through
lack of maintenance. Abandoned signs are prohibited.
2. A-Frame Sign. A type of temporary sign that is portable and stands-alone comprised of two
separate panels or faces joined at the top and spread apart at the bottom to form a base upon
which the sign stands. Also known as a “sandwich board” sign.

3. Animated Sign. A sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or the
appearance of motion. This definition includes blinking, flashing, moving and revolving signs;
strobe lights, lasers, fiber optic lights, and search lights of any type; signs that utilize the
movement of air through the device for visual effect; or signs that are physically held, moved,
or spun by a person so as to attract attention. Animated signs are prohibited. Animated signs
exclude signs with changeable copy (manual, mechanical, or electrical) and flags permitted by
Appendix C-Sign Code.
4. Awning Sign. A building sign painted, installed, attached, or otherwise applied to or installed
on an awning or canopy.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE

5. Banner Sign. A type of temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light pliable
material not enclosed in or supported by a rigid frame. This definition excludes flags or feather
flags.

6. Building Sign. A type of permanent sign attached or painted onto any part of a building and
supported by such building or structure, as contrasted to a freestanding sign.
7. Dilapidated Sign. Any sign exhibiting broken panels, visible rust, visible rot, damaged support
structures; broken, missing, loose, or bent parts; faded or flaking paint; non-operative or
partially non-operative illumination or mechanical devices; or which is otherwise unsightly or
unkempt. Dilapidated signs are prohibited.
8. Directional Sign. A type of permanent sign that provides traffic instruction for ingress and
egress for travel to, from, or within a lot.
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9. Double-faced Sign. A sign structure with two sign faces that are parallel (back-to-back) and
not more than 24 inches at their furthest distance apart, or that form an angle to one another
of no more than sixty (60) degrees, where each sign face is designed to be seen from a
different direction.
10. Drive Through/Drive Up Sign. A type of freestanding or building sign oriented to occupants
of vehicles utilizing a drive-through or drive up at an establishment that offers transactions
through a window, that may contain a microphone, screen, and speaker(s).
11. Feather Flags. A sign comprised of cloth, thin plastic, or similar lightweight material that
moves with the wind. Feather flags are oriented in a vertical direction and supported by a
harpoon-style pole or staff driven directly into the ground or held upright by a portable base.
Feather flag signs are prohibited.
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12. Flag. A type of permanent sign consisting of a piece of cloth or similar material, usually
rectangular or square and oriented in a horizontal direction, attached by one edge to a flag
pole and hanging such that its three other edges may move with the wind.
13. Flashing Sign. Any illuminated sign, on which the artificial source of light is not maintained
stationary or constant in intensity or color at all times when such sign is illuminated. For the
purposes of this definition, any moving illuminated sign affected by intermittent lighting shall
be deemed a flashing sign. Flashing signs are prohibited.
14. Freestanding Sign. A type of permanent sign erected or mounted on its own self-supporting
structure or base detached from any supporting elements of a building, wall, or fence.
15. Gas Station Canopy Sign. A type of permanent sign erected on the canopy of a gas station,
service station, or convenience store with gas pumps.

16. Hanging Sign. A type of permanent sign attached to the underside of a colonnade, canopy, or
roof over private sidewalks and oriented perpendicular to the sidewalk to be directed toward
pedestrian traffic.
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17. Incidental Sign. A small sign, emblem, or decal located on a building or structure. Such signs
are normally located on doors, windows, and are generally not readily visible or legible from
public right-of-way.

18. Inflatable Sign. A type of temporary sign that is displayed, printed, or painted on the surface
of a balloon or any other inflatable. Inflatable signs greater than 150 cubic feet in volume are
prohibited.
19. Informational Sign. A type of temporary sign intended for short-term use, that is mounted on
a post, stake, or metal frame, or mounted directly on a façade.
20. Monument Sign. A type of freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of the sign face or
structure is permanently affixed and in contact with the ground, supported entirely by a base
structure, and not mounted on a pole or attached to any part of a building.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE

21. Neon Sign. A sign using neon or any other inert gas under low pressure, that glows in a
distinctive color when exposed to a high voltage current. Except as exempt in Appendix C,
Section 5.2 – Signs Exempt from Permitting Requirements, neon signs are prohibited. When
neon tubing is enclosed in covered channel lettering or any other method of concealment,
the sign shall not qualify as a neon sign.

22. Nonconforming Sign. A sign that does not conform to the regulations for signs for the district
in which it is located but which was legally established prior to the effective date of Appendix
C–Sign Code (or subsequent amendments to Appendix C) or a sign that was legally established
in another political jurisdiction prior to annexation into the City of Grovetown.
23. Official Sign. A sign placed by or at the direction of a governmental body, governmental
agency, board of education, or other public authority.
24. Permanent Sign. A sign constructed of durable materials and attached to the ground or a
building in a manner provided by the building code.
25. Pole Sign. A permanent freestanding sign supported by a single column, upright pole, or post
such that the bottom of the sign face or lowest sign module is not in contact with the ground.
Also known as a pylon sign. Pole signs are prohibited. Shingle signs are not considered pole
signs.
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26. Portable Signs. A sign not permanently attached to, mounted upon or affixed to a building
structure or ground, and which is easily moved. Examples include A-Frame Signs, T-Frame
Signs, or signs on wheels. This term excludes those signs carried by a person.
27. Projecting Sign. A type of building sign attached to and projecting from a building face, or
hanging from a support structure attached to the building face. Sign faces are typically
perpendicular to the building face and may be vertically or horizontally oriented.

28. Property Address Signs. A sign displaying only the official street address assigned to a property
by a governmental body. Unit and building identification must be provided in addition to
street address numbers for all multi-tenant developments.
29. Reflective Sign. Sign constructed of mirrors or other surfaces that reflect light. Reflective signs
are prohibited.
30. Roof Sign. A sign erected on a roof or projecting above the highest point of the roofline,
parapet, or fascia of a building. Roof signs are prohibited.
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31. Scrolling Sign. A sign that uses changing lights or colors to form one or more sign messages
that move by electronic means horizontally or vertically across a display screen. Scrolling signs
are prohibited.
32. Shingle Sign. A type of freestanding sign where the message area projects outward in one
direction from a fixed column or structure, typically at a 90-degree angle. A shingle sign is not
considered a pole sign.
33. Temporary Sign. A sign which is not and shall not be permanently attached to the ground, a
wall or building, and is not designed or intended for permanent display.
34. T-Frame Sign. A portable, stand-alone sign comprised of one single double-sided panel joined
at the bottom to a base that is spread apart upon which the sign stands.

35. Traffic Control Device Sign. Any governmental sign located within the right of way that is used
a traffic control device and that is described and identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic
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Control Devices (MUTCD) and approved by the Federal Highway Administrator as the National
Standard.

36. Tri-Vision Signs. A sign designed with a series of triangular slats that mechanically rotate in
sequence with one another to show three different sign messages in rotation. Tri-vision signs
are prohibited. A tri-vision sign is not a changeable copy sign.
37. Vehicular Sign. A sign which is attached to, mounted, pasted, painted, or drawn on a
motorized or drawn vehicle, that is parked and visible from the right of way. This definition
does not include vehicles used for transporting people or materials in the normal day to day
operation of the business. Vehicular signs are prohibited.
38. Wall Sign. A type of building sign permanently fastened to or painted on the wall of a building
or structure in such a manner that the wall or vertical surface of the structure is the supporting
structure for the sign.

39. Window Sign. A sign that is placed on or behind a windowpane, glass door, or other
transparent material intended to be viewed from the outside of the building. This definition
is intended to include any decals and clings affixed to the window.
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Section 2.2 Measurements
A. Sign Area
1. Exempt and temporary signs are not included in the maximum signage area calculations,
unless otherwise specified.
2. Lot width, for purposes of Appendix C – Sign Code, is measured along the front property
line.
3. Unless otherwise noted, “sign area” refers to the area of the sign face as defined in this
Appendix C – Sign Code. For signs on background, the entire framework or background of
the sign is calculated as the sign area, including any material or color forming the sign face
or background used to differentiate the sign from the sign structure against which it is
placed.
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4. For signs consisting of freestanding letters or features attached to a wall or canopy, the sign
area is calculated as the total area of the hypothetical square, rectangle, triangle, or circle
surrounding all letters or features. Sign does not include any supporting framework or
bracing unless such framework or bracing is part of the message of the sign face.

5. For individual window signs, the area is measured by multiplying the full width of the
overall sign copy, including lettering, logos, and graphics, by the overall height of the sign
copy in a rectangular manner, regardless of the arrangement of the copy. The total window
sign area is calculated by aggregating the sign area for each individual window sign.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE

6. When two sign faces are placed back-to-back (double-faced sign), so that both faces cannot
be viewed from any one point at the same time and are part of the same structure, the sign
area shall be computed by the measurement of the face with the largest sign area.

B. Sign Height (for Freestanding Signs)
1. The height of the sign shall be measured from the finished grade, which shall not be raised
so as to create additional sign height, or to the height of the roadway crown of the
adjacent street which the sign faces, whichever is lower, to the highest point of the sign
structure, including the bracket, supports, and any sign face surrounds.
2. All sign height standards herein shall be considered as measured above grade.

C. Sign Location
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1. No sign or sign structure shall extend into or above or be anchored or placed in any
portion of the public right of way except as specifically provided in Appendix C – Sign
Code.
2. The lowest portion of any sign that extends over an area intended for pedestrian use
shall not be less than eight (8) feet above finished grade of the pedestrian area.

3. The lowest portion of any sign that extends over an area intended for vehicular use shall
not be less than 14 feet above the finished grade.
4. Any sign placed on a sidewalk, walkway, or other public right of way shall comply with
this Appendix C – Sign Code and applicable provisions of the Americans with Disability
Act.
5. Except for appropriately placed Traffic Control Device Signs, no sign taller than three (3)
feet in height shall be placed in the sight visibility triangle, defined as within 25 feet of
the intersection of right-of-way lines of streets or within 20 feet of the intersection of
the edge of a driveway and the right-of-way-line of a street.
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D. Sign Distance
1. Minimum distances required hereunder shall be measured along the shortest straight line
from the nearest point on a sign structure to the nearest point on at an intersection,
property line, building, structure, or other sign to which the minimum distance requirement
applies.

ARTICLE 3 – REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES
Section 3.1 Sign Permit
A sign permit shall be obtained prior to installation, relocation, expansion, construction, panel exchange,
reconstruction, renovation, or structural alteration of any sign regulated under Appendix C – Sign Code
except for those signs specifically exempted under Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2 – Signs Exempt
from Permitting Requirements.

Section 3.2.Issuance of Permit
Any sign requiring issuance of a sign permit under the provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code shall be
reviewed for compliance with the provisions of this Appendix. The sign application, with the
nonrefundable application fee established by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grovetown, shall
be submitted to the Director of Planning and Community Development.

Section 3.3 Sign Permit Application
Applications for sign permits required by Appendix C – Sign Code shall be filed by the sign owner or
owner’s authorized agent with the Director of Planning and Community Development. The application
shall include the following:
A. The type of the sign as defined in Appendix C – Sign Code .
B. The street address of the property upon which the subject sign is to be located, and the
proposed location of the subject sign on the subject property.
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C. The area of the sign face and the sign structure and the aggregate square foot area if there is
more than one sign face.
D. The aggregate existing sign area by sign type, where required to determine the aggregate
standard for the site is not exceeded.
E. The distance separation to like sign types, where required to determine the distance standard
for the sign type has been met.
F. The name and address of the owner of the real property upon which the subject sign is to be
located.
G. Consent of the property owner or their agent granting permission for the placement or
maintenance of the subject sign.
H. The name, address, telephone number, copy of insurance certificate, and business license
number of the sign contractor.
I.

The name, address, telephone number, and business license number of the tenant (if available).

J.

For temporary signs, proposed date of installation and removal.

K. For new freestanding signs, a dimensioned site plan of the property, drawn to scale, showing all
existing structures, including existing signage, indicating the proposed location of the sign, its
height, and dimensioning the distance from the right of way.
L. For building signs, an elevation or rendering of all faces of the proposed sign that includes all
dimensions (total area of each face, total area, width of tenant façade, height of sign, height
above grade, any other measurement requested by Director of Planning and Community
Development).
M. Drawn details, with all relevant measurements, and an explanation of how the sign is to be
mounted or erected.
N. Plans required for issuance of a sign permit shall be certified as to conformance with all building,
structural, and wind load-resistive standards of the building code by a qualified structural
engineer or be prepared using standard drawings prepared by a structural engineer or other
qualified professional meeting or exceeding all requirements of the building code, if applicable.
1. All signs involving internal lights, other electrical devices, or circuits shall display a label
certifying it as being approved by the Underwriter’s Laboratories, Inc.
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2. All electrical service to a sign shall comply with the electrical code. A licensed electrical
contractor must obtain an electrical permit and wire the sign to code.
3. Clearance from all electrical power lines shall be in conformance with the requirements
of the electrical code.
O. Any additional information deemed necessary by the Director of Planning and Community
Development to determine compliance with ordinance standards.

Section 3.4 Permit Fee
No sign permit shall be deemed complete, and no sign permit shall be issued until the appropriate
application has been filed with the City of Grovetown and fees have been paid per the fee schedule
adopted by the Mayor and City Council of Grovetown.

Section 3.5 Review Process
A. The City shall process all sign permit applications within thirty (30) days of the City’s actual
receipt of a complete application for a sign permit.
1. The Director of Planning and Community Development shall reject any application as
incomplete that does not include all items required for a sign permit application as set forth
under Appendix C, Article 3, Section 3.3 – Sign Permit Application.
2. The Director of Planning and Community Development shall reject any application
containing any false material statements or omissions. Any rejected application later
resubmitted shall be deemed to have been resubmitted on the date of resubmission instead
of the original date of submission.
B. Within 30 days of receipt of a complete application, the Director of Planning and Community
Development shall:
1. Issue the permit; or
2. Inform the applicant, in writing, of denial of the permit, stating the reasons why the permit
cannot be issued.
3. Upon determination that the application fully complies with the provisions of Appendix C –
Sign Code, the building code, and all other applicable laws, regulations, and ordinances of
the City, the sign permit shall be issued.
C. If the City does not process an application for a sign permit within 30 days as set forth in this
Appendix C – Sign Code , then the application shall be considered approved; provided this
approval shall not authorize the violation of any standards of City ordinances regulating such
sign and vests no rights in the owner of a sign in violation of City ordinances. Any such sign in
violation of the City ordinances shall be treated identically to a sign affirmatively approved in
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error by the City, vesting no rights in the sign and subject to revocation by the City under the
provisions of this Appendix C – Sign Code .
D. Should it be determined that a sign permit was issued pursuant to an application containing a
false material statement, the Director of Planning and Community Development shall revoke
the subject sign permit in accordance with Appendix C, Article 4 – Administration and
Enforcement and the subject sign shall be removed.

Section 3.6 Sign Permit Expiration Date
A. A sign permit shall expire if the sign for which the permit was issued has not been erected,
installed, or completed within six (6) months after the date of permit issuance; provided
however, that one 90-day extension of the permit may be granted at Director discretion.
B. No refunds will be made for permit fees paid for permits that expired due to failure to erect a
permitted sign.
C. If later, an individual desires to erect a sign at the same location, a new application shall be
processed, and another fee paid in accordance with the fee schedule applicable at such time.
D. Temporary Sign Expiration Dates shall be as outlined in Appendix C, Article 9 – Temporary
Signs.

Section 3.7 Business License and Certificate of Insurance Requirements
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of erecting or maintaining signs within the
City unless and until such person has obtained a business license issued in the state and a certificate of
insurance from an insurance company authorized to do business in the state evidencing that the person
has in effect public liability and property damage insurance providing coverage in the sum of $25,000.00
for property damage for any one claim and public liability insurance in an amount not less than
$100,000.00 for injuries, including accidental death, to one person. The certificate of insurance shall
state that the insurance carrier will notify the City 30 days in advance of any termination or restriction of
the coverage.

Section 3.8 Variances
A. Applicability. Any variation from strict compliance with the regulations of this Appendix requires
review and approval of a variance by the Board of Zoning Appeals (i.e., “BZA”). Applications for
such variances shall be filed and reviewed in accordance with the procedures set forth in the
Zoning Ordinance for variances, in Appendix A - Zoning, Article X.-Board of Zoning Appeals. The
decision to grant or deny a sign variance application shall be made in accordance with the specific
sign review and approval criteria set forth in Appendix C, Article 3, Section 3.8.C. – Review and
Approval Criteria.
B. Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) Variances.
1. An application for a variance from the strict application of the provisions of this Appendix may
be initiated by application to request relief before the BZA.
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2. The Director of Planning and Community Development shall prepare an analysis of each
application for variance applying the criteria and standards set forth in Appendix C, Article 3,
Section 3.8.C.-Review and Approval Criteria below. The Director of Planning and Community
Development shall present his findings and recommendations in written form for review and
decision by the BZA.
C. Review and Approval Criteria.
1. Variances from Appendix C - Sign Code shall be limited to the following hardship situations:
a. Where the proximity of existing signs on adjoining lots causes the subject property to be
ineligible, due to spacing requirements, for a sign of the type sought; or
b. Where visibility of a conforming sign from the public street and within fifty (50) feet of
the proposed sign would be substantially impaired by existing trees, plants, natural
features, signs, existing buildings or structures on a different lot.
2. The BZA may authorize variances from the provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code based on
consideration of all the following criteria:
a. Where such conditions are not the result of any actions of the property owner; and
b. Where variances are limited to the minimum relief necessary to overcome the hardship;
and
c. Where such variances would not create a safety hazard; and
d. Where the approval would not have the effect of allowing a prohibited sign; and
e. Where placement of the sign elsewhere on the lot would not remedy the visual
obstruction; and
f.

Where the request would not allow a greater number of signs than would be allowed if
the hardship did not exist.

Section 3.9 Appeals
A. Appeals of Administrative Decision. An applicant whose permit has been denied, a permittee
whose permit has been revoked, or any sign owner that is dissatisfied with any determination or
decision of the Director of Planning and Community Development has made pursuant to this
Sign Code may appeal the Director’s decision to the BZA with the procedures set forth in the
Zoning Ordinance for appeals, in Appendix A - Zoning, Article X. – Board of Zoning Appeals,
Section 10.060.-Procedures. In making its determination on any appeal, the BZA shall base its
decision on the express standards of Appendix C – Sign Code and shall overrule the decision of
the Director only in those instances where the Director has committed an error in application or
interpretation of the sign ordinance.
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B. Further Review by Certiorari. Any person against whom a variance request has been adversely
decided by the BZA may appeal said decision by petition for writ of certiorari to the Superior
Court of Columbia County as provided by law and in accordance with the Appendix A - Zoning,
Article X. – Board of Zoning Appeals, Section 10.070.-Appeals.

ARTICLE 4 – ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Section 4.1 Responsibilities
A. Responsible for Sign Code Administration. The Director of Planning and Community
Development (i.e., “Director”) or his designee is responsible for the general administration of
this Sign Code; the receipt, review, and processing of all applications for sign permits; and all
sign application requests filed with the City of Grovetown.
B. Responsible for Sign Code Compliance. Responsibility for compliance with Sign Code rests jointly
and severally upon the sign owner, the permit holder, any and all parties holding the present
right of possession and control of the property whereon the sign located, mounted or installed,
and the legal owner of the lot or parcel, even if the sign was mounted, installed, erected or
displayed without the consent or knowledge of the owner and/or other parties holding the legal
right to immediate possession and control.

Section 4.2 Inspections
A. Right of Entry
1. Upon presentation of City identification to the developer, contractor, owner, owner’s agent,
operator or occupants, City employees authorized by the Director of Planning and
Community Development shall be permitted to enter during all reasonable hours, or outside
reasonable hours in the event of any emergency threatening life or property, any public or
private property for the purpose of making inspections to determine compliance with the
provisions of this Appendix C – Sign Code during the open period of any development plan
or permit.
2. Upon presentation of City identification to the developer, contractor, owner, owner’s agent,
operator or occupants, City employees authorized by the Director of Planning and
Community Development may seek to enter, during all reasonable hours, or outside
reasonable hours in the event of any emergency threatening life or property, any public or
private property for the purpose of making inspections to determine compliance with the
provisions of this Appendix C after the issuance of permit. Where consent is not given to
entry, such City employees may seek a warrant pursuant to Appendix C , Article 4, Section
4.2.B. – Inspection Warrants to secure entry to the premises.
3. If a property or facility has security measures in force, which require proper identification
and clearance before entry into its premises, the owner or operator shall make the
necessary arrangements to allow access to the Director of Planning and Community
Development.
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4. The owner or operator shall allow the Director ready access to all parts of the premises for
the purposes of inspection, investigation, observation, monitoring, measurement, recording,
enforcement, sampling and testing, photography and videotaping for ensuring compliance
with the provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code. The owner or operator shall allow the City to
examine and copy any records that are required under the conditions of any permit granted
under Appendix C – Sign Code.
5. The Director of Planning and Community shall have the right to set up on any premises,
property or facility such devices as are necessary to conduct any monitoring and/or
sampling procedures.
6. The Director of Planning and Community Development may require the owner or operator
to install monitoring equipment and perform monitoring as necessary and make the
monitoring data available to the Department. The owner shall maintain this sampling and
monitoring equipment at all times in a safe and proper operating condition or operator at
his/her own expense.
7. Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the premises, property,
or facility to be inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by the owner or
operator at the written or oral request of the Director of Planning and Community
Development and shall not be replaced. The costs of clearing such access shall be borne by
the owner or operator.
8. Unreasonable delays in allowing the Director of Planning and Community Development
access to a facility, property or premises shall constitute a violation of Appendix C – Sign
Code.
9. If the Director of Planning and Community Development has been refused access to any
part of a premises, property, or facility and the Director is able to demonstrate probable
cause to believe that there may be a violation of Appendix C – Sign Code, or that there is a
need to inspect and/or sample as part of a routine inspection and sampling program
designed to verify compliance with Appendix C – Sign Code or any order issued hereunder,
or to protect the overall public health, safety, environment and welfare of the community,
then the Planning and Community Development Department may seek issuance of an
inspection warrant from the municipal court.
10. The Director of Planning and Community Development may establish inspection schedules
necessary to enforce the provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code.
B. Inspection Warrants
1. The City, in addition to other procedures provided, may obtain an inspection warrant for the
purpose of inspection or investigation of conditions relating to the enforcement of
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Appendix C – Sign Code or observation, measurement, sampling, or testing with respect to
the provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code.
2. Inspection warrants may be issued by the municipal court when the issuing judge is satisfied
that the department has established by oath or affirmation that the property to be
inspected is to be inspected as a part of a legally authorized program of inspection that
includes the property or that there is probable cause for believing that there is a condition,
object, activity, or circumstance which legally justifies such an inspection of the property.
3. An inspection warrant shall be issued only if it meets the following requirements:
a. The warrant is attached to the affidavit required to be made in order to obtain the
warrant;
b. The warrant describes, either directly or by reference to the affidavit, the property upon
which the inspection is to occur and is sufficiently accurate that the executor of the
warrant and the owner or occupant of the property or discharger can reasonably
determine from it the property for which the warrant authorizes an inspection;
c. The warrant indicates the conditions, objects, activities, or circumstances which the
inspection is intended to check or reveal; and
d. The warrant refers, in general terms, to the code provisions sought to be enforced.

Section 4.3 Citations
A. Any violation of this Appendix C – Sign Code may be tried upon a citation issued by an
authorized representative of the City pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance and state law.
Without limitation, businesses, organizations, builders, developers, contractors, property
owners, and such other parties responsible for the violation, jointly and severably, may be cited
for violation of any provisions of this Appendix C – Sign Code.
B. If the Director of Planning and Community Development finds that any sign with an electronic
sign face or otherwise illuminated display exceeds the lighting standards set out herein or
otherwise causes glare or impairs the vision of drivers of motor vehicles or otherwise interferes
with the safe operation of motor vehicles, the Director shall have a notice of violation issued to
the sign owner identifying the problems with the sign and specifying corrective action required.
The owner of the sign shall, within 72 hours, reduce the intensity of the sign to a level that
meets standards and does not cause such disturbance.

Section 4.4 Revocation Procedures
A. Any permit, certificate, or other form of authorization required under the sign ordinance may be
revoked by the Director of Planning and Community Development if he or she determines:
1. That there is a departure from the plans, specifications, or conditions as required under the
terms of the permit.
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2. That the sign was procured by false representation or was issued by mistake.
3. That any of the provisions of this sign ordinance are being violated.
B. Written notice of revocation shall be served upon the owner, owner’s agent, or sign contractor;
or upon any person employed on the building or structure for which such permit was issued.
Service upon the address listed in the application shall be sufficient as prima facie evidence of
revocation notice. If no persons can be reasonably served with notice, the notice must be
posted in a prominent location. After delivery or posting of notice, no construction or
installation may proceed.
C. Stop-Work. With or without revoking permits, the Director of Planning and Community
Development may stop-work on any sign or structure on any land which there is an uncorrected
violation of a provision of this sign ordinance or of a permit or other form of authorization
issued under the sign ordinance.
D. Revoke plan or other approval. Where a violation of this sign ordinance involves a failure to
comply with approved plans or conditions to which the approval of such plans was made
subject, the Director of Planning and Community Development may, upon notice to the
applicant and other known interested parties (including any holders of sign permits affect).
1. Revoke the plan or other approval; or
2. Condition its continuance on strict compliance with this sign ordinance or the provision of a
security to ensure that construction is completed in compliance with the approved plans, or
such other conditions as the Director may reasonably impose.
E. Injunctive relief. The City may seek an injunction or other equitable relief in court to stop any
violation of this sign ordinance or of a permit, certificate, or other form of authorization granted
under the sign ordinance.
F. Abatement. The City may seek a court order in the nature of a mandamus, abatement,
injunction, or other action or proceeding to abate or remove a violation or to otherwise restore
the premises in question to the condition in which they existed prior to the violation.
G. Other penalties, remedies, and powers. In addition to all other actions and penalties authorized
in this division, the city attorney is authorized to institute injunctive, abatement, or any other
appropriate judicial or administrative actions or proceedings to prevent, enjoin, abate, or
remove any violations of this sign ordinance. The City may also, after due notice to the owner of
the violation, issue a citation for violation of this sign ordinance requiring the presence of the
violator in municipal court.
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1. Removal of illegal or abandoned signs. The Director of Planning and Community
Development may order the removal of any sign in violation of Appendix C – Sign Code; or
any sign abandoned for six (6) consecutive months or more, by written notice to the permit
holder; or if there is no permit holder, then to the owner of the sign; or if the sign owner
cannot be found or determined, then to the property owner, sign erector, and any party
that procured the erection of the sign. If a permit was issued, such notice shall operate to
revoke the permit. The removal order shall be issued only after the appropriate party fails to
comply within 15 days after the City gives written notice of non-compliance.
2. Procedure following removal order. An aggrieved party may appeal the order within 30 days
from the date that the notice was issued. Such appeal shall be made to the Board of Zoning
Appeals per the authority of Appendix A - Zoning, Article X. – Board of Zoning Appeals,
Section 10.051.-Interpretation. If the sign is not removed within 30 days after the order of
removal (or 30 days after the date any appeal becomes final), the Director of Planning and
Community Development is authorized to remove or cause to be removed the sign by filing
a proper nuisance abatement action in Municipal Court pursuant to the procedures of Part II
– Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8 – Health and Sanitation, Article II.-Nuisance Abatement.
3. Removal without notice. The Director of Planning and Community Development or any
other agent of the City having jurisdiction under the circumstances may remove or direct
the removal of any sign in violation of Appendix C – Sign Code, without giving notice to any
party, if either a, b, or c below are met. Such sign may be discarded immediately following
confiscation and the City may collect costs as per Appendix C, Article 4, Section 4.4.H. Costs of Removal.
a. Said sign is illegally placed upon the public-right of-way or upon other public property;
b. Said sign poses an immediate safety threat to the life or health of any members of the
public; or
c. Said sign is placed on a property without the permission of the property owner.
H. Costs of removal. Removal of any sign found in violation shall be without liability to the City, its
officers, agents, and employees. The permit holder shall be primarily responsible for the costs of
removal. If there is no permit holder, then the sign owner shall be responsible. If the sign owner
cannot be determined, then the costs of removal shall be the responsibility of any party that
procured the erection of the sign or the property owner if:
1. Payment or arrangement to make payment is not made within 60 days after the receipt of a
statement of removal costs, the Director of Planning and Community Development shall
certify the amount thereof for collection to the city attorney. Said removal cost shall
become a lien on the property of the sign owner and/or permit holder.
2. Costs of removal shall be charged in accordance with the actual cost to the City.
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Section 4.5 Nonconformities
A. A nonconforming sign is a sign that was lawfully erected and maintained pursuant to the
applicable regulations at the time that it was erected but, by reason of subsequently adopted or
amended regulation, no longer conforms to one or more provisions of this Appendix C – Sign
Code.
B. Any sign that was not lawfully erected in accordance with the sign regulations in effect at the
time of the sign’s construction or was subsequently altered in a way inconsistent with the sign
regulations in effect at the time of its alteration, is considered an illegal sign and shall not be
granted nonconforming status.
C. If a nonconforming sign becomes an abandoned or dilapidated sign, it shall be removed after
notice to the property owner, unless in the case of the abandoned sign the property owner
establishes facts sufficient to rebut the presumption of abandonment.
D. If a primary building on a lot is demolished, redeveloped, or expanded in such manner that
affects 70 percent (70%) or more of its total gross floor area, then all nonconforming signs on
the subject lot shall be removed or rebuilt to comply with the provisions of this Appendix C –
Sign Code.

Section 4.6 Retention of Nonconformity Status
A. A nonconforming sign shall immediately lose its nonconforming designation and become an
illegal sign if:
1. The sign is altered in any way that increases the degree of nonconformity with the
requirements of Appendix C – Sign Code.
2. The sign is relocated on the property, unless the relocation results in the sign becoming
conforming with all provisions of Appendix C – Sign Code.
3. Any part of the sign structure is replaced, other than the face of the sign (i.e., panel
exchange);
4. The deterioration of the sign or damage to the sign, regardless of the cause, renders the
sign a hazard to public safety; or
5. The sign has deteriorated or been damaged to such extent that repairs required to
restore the sign would cost more than 50 percent (50%) of the cost to erect an identical
new sign. However, where damage to the sign results from an Act of God or other
circumstances beyond the control of the sign owner, the sign may be restored
regardless of cost; in such instance, timely reconstruction, within 90 days of damage,
shall result in retention of nonconforming status.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE
B. Nothing in Appendix C- Sign Code shall prevent the owner of a nonconforming sign from
continuing to maintain such sign, nor prevent an owner from making routine changes to the
copy or text of an existing nonconforming sign, so long as such change does not enlarge the size
or height of the sign face, does not change the nature of the sign structure, and does not so
alter the sign in a manner that it would require a building permit.
C. A preponderance of evidence shall be provided by the subject landowner and be sufficient to
show that the nonconformity was lawfully established before adoption of the subject
regulations. Evidence shall also indicate that the nonconformity has been continuous, and that
the situation has not lost its nonconforming status. Examples of reliable evidence include: dated
satellite or on-street imagery; building or sign permits; zoning certification letters; or other
official records issued by a governing authority.
D. The Director shall determine whether adequate proof of nonconforming status has been
provided
by the subject landowner.

ARTICLE 5– GENERAL REGULATIONS
Section 5.1 Permits Required
A. Except for signs listed under Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2. – Signs Exempt from Permitting
Requirements, no sign may be erected in the City without first obtaining a permit pursuant to
Appendix C, Article 3. – Review and Approval Procedures.
B. Any sign type which is not explicitly allowed or exempt from this Appendix C – Sign Code is
prohibited.

Section 5.2 Signs Exempt from Permitting Requirements
The following signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of Appendix C, Article 3 – Review and
Approval Procedures, provided, however, that such sign shall be subject to all other provisions of
Appendix C – Sign Code:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

A-Frame Signs
T-Frame Signs
Directional Signs
Flags
Incidental Signs
Informational Signs, unless explicitly required to apply for permits per Section 9.2.B. –
Informational Signs
G. Markers placed over grave sites
H. Temporary decorations or displays celebrating the occasion of traditionally accepted patriotic,
ethnic, or religious holidays, as well as national, state, and city holidays, from one month prior to
the commencement of the holiday until one month following its completions.
I. Drive Through/Drive Up Signs
J. Property Address Signs
K. Inflatable Signs not exceeding an aggregate of 150 cubic feet per lot

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE
L. A maximum of one (1) window sign per tenant suite that may be illuminated with neon, LED, or
similar technology, which is not larger than three (3) square feet in total area per. Blinking or
other animation is prohibited.
M. Signs located completely inside an enclosed space and/or not visible from public right of way.
N. Signs on products that are an integral part of the product, the product’s packaging, and product
dispensers (such as but not limited to a soft drink machine).
O. Signs protected by federal law
P. Signs protected by state law
Q. Traffic Control Devices and Signs defined by the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) for Streets and Highways
R. Window displays of goods utilizing no more than 50 percent (50%) of the available window area
S. Window Signs

Section 5.3 Prohibited Signs
The following signs are prohibited in the City of Grovetown unless protected by state statute, federal law,
or otherwise allowed in Appendix C – Sign Code:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
N.

O.

P.

Q.
R.
S.

Abandoned Signs
Animated Signs
Dilapidated Signs
Exposed LED or neon or light strips or similar technology, except as exempted for window signs in
Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2. – Signs Exempt from Permitting Requirements
Flashing Signs. Signs installed for safety or control of traffic are exempt from this provision so long
as they meet all physical and other standards of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
Feather Flags
Inflatable Signs exceeding an aggregate of 150 cubic feet per lot
Obscene signs as defined by the state at O.C.G.A §16-12-80 (b)
Pole Signs
Reflective Signs
Roof Signs
Scrolling Signs
Signs painted or attached to trees, curbs, utility poles, rocks, or other natural features.
Signs or sign support structures that obstruct any fire escape, window, door, stairway, exit, utility
access or opening usable for Fire prevention, suppression, or connection. No sign shall interfere
with any opening required for ventilation.
Signs placed on public property. Any sign posted or erected on utility poles, public rights of way,
parks, or any other public property is not allowed, except those placed or authorized by agencies
of the federal, state, or local government having control of such property.
Signs imitating public warning or traffic devices. Any sign that displays intermittent lights
resembling the flashing lights customarily used in traffic signals or in police, fire, ambulance, or
rescue vehicles, and any sign that may confuse a driver to believe such a sign to be an official
public warning or traffic device is not allowed. Any sign that uses the dimensional shape, size,
colors of, or otherwise substantially imitates a sign shall not be allowed.
Signs that emit or utilize sound capable of being detected on any traveled road or highway.
Tri-Vision Signs
Vehicular Signs
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Section 5.4 Conformance with State Law
The following applies to any sign located or to be located within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the rightof-way of an Interstate, U.S. or state-numbered highway (or any other road designated as a “primary
highway” by the state and approved by the U.S. Department of Transportation), or located or to be located
beyond 660 feet of such highway but visible and intended to be read from such highway:
A. Such sign shall comply with all requirements of the Georgia Outdoor Advertising Act, O.C.G.A. §
32-6-70 et seq.
B. Such sign shall comply with all requirements of Appendix C – Sign Code. Between the state and
the City regulations, such sign must comply with the most restrictive requirements with respect
to each and every item of regulation.

Section 5.5 Regulatory Neutrality
Notwithstanding anything in this section to the contrary, it is the policy of the City to regulate signs in a
manner that does not favor commercial speech over noncommercial speech and does not regulate
protected noncommercial speech by message content.

Section 5.6 Consent of Legal Owner
Except as required by state law, no permanent sign may be placed without the consent of the legal owner
of the property on which the sign is mounted or displayed. For purposes of this policy, the “owner” means
the holder of the legal title to the property and any party and person holding a present legal right to
possession, control, or use of the property.

Section 5.7 Signs Shall Not Obstruct Utilities, Water, or Drainage
A. Signs shall maintain a minimum distance of six (6) feet horizontal distance and 12 feet overhead
clearance from electrical conductors and from all communications equipment or lines.
B. Signs and their supporting structures shall maintain clearance from and noninterference with all
surface and underground equipment and conduits for water, sewage, electricity, or
communication equipment or lines.
C. Sign placement shall not interfere with surface or underground water or with natural or artificial
drainage.

Section 5.8 Signs Presenting a Nuisance or Immediate Peril to Public Health or Safety
The Director of Planning and Community Development may order the repair of signs declared a nuisance,
and with or without notice may cause any structurally unsafe or structurally insecure sign to be
immediately removed if the sign presents an immediate peril to the public health or safety.

ARTICLE 6 – ILLUMINATION
Section 6.1 - Permitted Illumination
A. Sign types that allow illumination are limited to channel, halo, routed push-through lighting (i.e.,
hereafter referenced as “internal lighting”) and external illumination, unless otherwise specified
in this ordinance. Cabinet lighting is prohibited, except as exempt for drive through/drive up and
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monument signs for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land
Uses only.
B. Illumination of a sign is optional.
C. Except as authorized for Electronic Sign Faces, any flashing, blinking, reflective, animated or
rotating lights or signs with intermittent or varying intensity of artificial illumination whether
deliberate or as a consequence of a defect in the sign or illumination source shall be prohibited
for any and all signs.
D. All light sources shall be shielded to prevent illumination spillover onto properties or adjacent
roadways other than where the light source is located or permitted under a sign plan. Fixtures
shall be dark skies compliant and full cut off.
E. A permanent sign for Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses may be
illuminated by internal illumination or lit by external illumination, unless otherwise specified in
this section; however, a permanent sign may not be illuminated in a manner that leaves the
illumination device and/or components exposed to public view.
F. No sign located within 20 feet of lots for Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.1 – Residential Land
Uses may be illuminated except for externally illuminated freestanding signs as allowed per
Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.2.C.—Illumination.

Section 6. 2- U.L. Types
All components of an illuminated sign shall be U.L. listed, or the equivalent thereof, with an
identification label, that shows the manufacturer of the sign.

Section 6.3 – Changeable Copy
A. Changeable copy, including electronic sign faces, are allowed for monument signs for uses listed
under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses only. The sign structure
on which the changeable copy face is used is required to comply with Appendix C, Article 8,
Section 8.2.D. – Monument Signs.
B. Changeable copy portions of authorized monument signs are limited to fifty percent (50%) of
the total sign area.
C. Electronic Sign Faces
1. Changeable copy signs having an electronic sign face are required to be spaced at least 100
feet from any other sign having an electronic sign face.
2. No message on an electronic sign face shall be displayed for a period of time less than 15
seconds. Traveling, scrolling, or other animation is prohibited.
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3. Transition from one (1) message to another message on an electronic sign face shall require
no more than one (1) second.
4. Installer Certification. Prior to the issuance of a sign permit for a sign with an electronic sign
face, the applicant shall provide written certification from the sign manufacturer that the
light intensity has been factory pre-set to not exceed 0.3 footcandles over ambient lighting
conditions when measured at the measurement distance defined herein and that the
intensity level is protected from end-use manipulation by password protected software or
other method deemed appropriate by the City.
5. All signs shall contain a mechanism that will cause the sign to revert back immediately to a
black screen if the sign malfunctions.
6. Electronic sign faces shall utilize automatic dimming technology to adjust the brightness of
the sign relative to natural ambient light conditions in order to reduce the level of
illumination during nighttime hours and other times of low natural ambient light to comply
with the 0.3 footcandle standard when measured at the measurement distance defined
herein.
7. Measurement Distance. The measurement distance shall be calculated with the following
formula: Measurement Distance = √(Area of electronic sign face in sq. ft. x 100).

ARTICLE 7 -AUTHORIZED SIGNS BY LAND USE
Section 7.1 – Residential Land Uses
Only the following types of signs are allowed for residential land uses (i.e., single family, townhome, and
multi-family developments, including the multi-family buildings in mixed use developments and those
portions of multi-family uses constructed over commercial ground floor uses):
A. Building signs per Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.1. – Building Signs, limited to 16 square feet
on any one (1) street facing façade for any multi-family building or building containing a multifamily use.
B. Freestanding signs per Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.2. – Freestanding Signs, limited to one
per subdivision/development entrance. Monument signs may not exceed 25 square feet of sign
area.
C. Property address signs per Appendix C, Article 8,Section 8.3.G. – Property Address Signs
D. Flags per Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.3.H. - Flags
E. Informational signs per Appendix C, Article 9, Section 9.2.B. – Informational Signs
F. Events signs per Appendix C, Article 9, Section 9.2.E.2. – Signs in Conjunction with Eligible
Events, limited to subdivision construction signs.

Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses
All sign types expressed in this appendix are permitted for commercial, office, mixed use, industrial, or
civic/institutional uses in accordance with the provisions this Appendix C- Sign Code.
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ARTICLE 8 – PERMANENT SIGNS
Section 8.1 - Building Signs
A. Building signs include wall, projecting, and awning sign types. Regulations apply to all building
sign types when referred to as building signs.
B. Summary. Table 8.1.B – Building Sign Regulations Summary is provided for the convenience of
the applicant and reader. In the event there is a conflict between this table and detailed
regulations in Appendix 8, Article 8, Section 8.1 -Building Signs, the detailed regulations shall
govern.
Table 8.1.B – Building Sign Regulations Summary
Sign Area
Projection
Wall
10% of wall face 18 inches
or 200 SF,
maximum from
whichever is less building face;
shall not extend
above roofline
Projecting
15 SF per sign
48 inches from
face
building face;
max. 18 inches
wide
Awning
30% of awning
18 inches
background or
maximum from
100 SF,
awning structure
whichever is less

Quantity
1 per tenant
facade

Illumination
Internal ,
External

1 per tenant
facade

Internal ,
External

1 per tenant
facade

Internal ,
External

C. All building signs are subject to the following restrictions:
1. Method of Attachment:
a. All signs shall be constructed and erected to withstand a horizontal wind load of 30
pounds per square foot in any direction together with the dead load of the construction.
b. All signs shall be attached in a manner that avoids damaging or obscuring any of the
character-defining features associated with the subject building.
c. Signs shall be attached in a manner that allows for their removal without adversely
impacting the exterior of the subject building.
d. The visibility of conduit and raceways associated with a sign shall be minimized; however,
if raceways must be exposed, they should be finished to match the facade or integrated
into the overall design of the sign.
e. Wall signs may not project higher or lower than the wall or surface to which it is
attached.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE
2. Individual Sign Area by Building Sign Type:
a. Individual wall sign area shall not exceed 10% of any individual wall face or 200 square
feet, whichever is less.
b. Projecting sign area shall not exceed 15 square feet per sign face.
c. Awning sign area shall not exceed 30% of the awning background area, or 100 square
feet, whichever is less.
3. Aggregate Sign Area and Quantity by Building Type:
a. Single occupant buildings and multi-tenant buildings with shared space and common
entrance(s):
i.

Maximum aggregate building sign area is 200 square feet, except as permitted
below.

ii.

Except as permitted below, one (1) building sign is permitted per façade.

iii.

All tenants are permitted at least one building (1) sign. To facilitate, more than
one (1) building sign is permitted per façade, provided the maximum aggregate
sign area allowance is not exceeded for the building or the façade.

iv.

For facades greater than 200 feet in length, one (1) additional building sign per
additional 200 linear feet of façade is permitted, provided the maximum
aggregate building sign area allowance is not exceeded for the building or the wall
face.

v.

For facades greater than 200 feet in length, the maximum aggregate building sign
area allowance may increase by a ratio of one (1) square foot per linear foot
above this minimum.

b. Multi-tenant buildings with individual entrances :
i.

Maximum aggregate building sign area per tenant shall be two (2) square foot per
linear foot of the primary entrance facade, or 200 square feet, whichever is less,
except as permitted below.

ii.

At a minimum, each tenant is allotted no less than 32 square feet of building
signage.

iii.

Tenants are allowed one (1) building sign per tenant façade. Signs are permitted
on any exterior façade, provided the aggregate area per tenant is not exceeded.

iv.

For tenant facades greater than 200 feet in length, one (1) additional building sign
per additional 200 linear feet of façade is permitted, provided the maximum
aggregate sign area allowance is not exceeded for the building.
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v.

For tenant facades greater than 200 feet in length, the maximum aggregate
building sign area allowance may increase by a ratio of one (1) square foot per
linear foot above this minimum.

4. Projection from Wall:
a. Wall signs shall project no more than 18 inches from the facade.
b. Projecting signs shall project no more than 48 inches from the facade. Projecting signs
shall not be more than 18 inches in width.
c. Awning signs shall project no more than 18 inches from the front or top edge of the
awning. This standard does not regulate the depth of the awning itself. Awnings can
project a maximum of 4 feet from the wall or structure to which they are attached.
5. Illumination:
a. Building signs may be illuminated with channel, indirect (halo), routed push-through, and
external illumination.
b. No other illumination is permitted.
6. Materials
a. Wall, canopy, and projecting signs shall be made of solid wood, metal, masonry and neon
glass. Plastics and synthetics are permitted only for alphanumeric shapes or logos.
b. Awning signs shall be made of cloth, canvas, metal, or wood. Plastics and synthetic
materials are permitted only as separate alphanumeric characters or logos.

Section 8.2 – Freestanding Signs
A. Freestanding signs include monument and shingle sign types. Regulations apply to all
freestanding sign types when referred to as freestanding signs.
B. Summary. Table 8.2.B – Freestanding Sign Regulations Summary is provided for the
convenience of the applicant and reader. In the event there is a conflict between this table and
detailed regulations in Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.2 – Freestanding Signs, the detailed
regulations shall govern.
Table 8.2.B – Freestanding Sign Regulations Summary
Sign Area
Height
Monument
40 SF – frontage 8 FT; 18 FT –
less than 200 SF; some common
64 SF – frontage developments
more than 200
SF; 120 SF –

Quantity
1 per street
frontage; 1
additional for
more than 500
FT of frontage

Illumination
Internal, External
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some common
developments
Shingle

9 SF

8 FT

External

C. All freestanding signs are subject to the following restrictions:
1. One (1) freestanding sign is permitted per street frontage per lot.
2. One (1) additional freestanding sign is permitted for any lot with more than 500 feet of street
frontage. If more than one (1) sign is permitted per lot, freestanding signs shall be separated
by at least 200 feet.
D. Monument Signs
1. Sign Area and Height:
a. Maximum sign area for buildings and common developments with under 200 feet of
continuous street frontage is 40 square feet. The maximum height is eight (8) feet.
b. Maximum sign area for buildings and common developments with 200 feet or more of
continuous street frontage is 64 square feet. The maximum height is eight (8) feet.
c. Common developments with three (3) or more tenants and more than 300 feet of
continuous street frontage are permitted one (1) monument sign up to 18-feet in height
and 120 square feet in area in lieu of an authorized freestanding sign.
2. Location
a. Monument signs shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the back of curb/edge
of pavement or one foot onto private property, whichever results in the greater setback.
Any signs not located adjacent to a street shall be setback a minimum of five (5) feet from
property lines.
3. Illumination: All monument signs may be externally illuminated. Monument signs for uses
listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses only may be
internally illuminated, including electronic sign faces as subject to Appendix C, Article 6 –
Illumination.
4. Materials: Monument signs shall be constructed with a solid wood, metal, or masonry base.
The base may not be narrower than the sign face.
E. Shingle Signs
1. Shingle signs are permitted for all land uses.
2. Sign Area and Height:
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a. Maximum sign area is nine (9) square feet.
b. Maximum sign height is eight (8) feet.
3. Location:
a. Shingle signs shall not extend or cantilever to encroach any sidewalk or walking path.
4. Illumination: Shingle signs may be externally illuminated.
5. Other Standards: Maximum projection from sign structure is three (3) feet.

Section 8.3 – Other Signs
A. Summary. Table 8.3.A – Other Permanent Sign Regulations Summary is provided for the
convenience of the applicant and reader. In the event there is a conflict between this table and
detailed regulations in Appendix C, Article 8, Section 8.3 – Other Signs, the detailed regulations
shall govern.
B. Property Owner Responsibility. Property owner is responsible for installing, repairing, and
modifying and maintaining signs in accordance to the requirements and regulations of this
Appendix C. Signs found to be non-compliant may be subject to enforcement procedures and/or
penalties as outlined in Appendix C, Article 4 – Administration and Enforcement.
Table 8.3.A – Other Permanent Sign Regulations Summary
Sign Area
Height
Quantity
1 per tenant in
Min 8 FT above
Hanging
4 SF
common
sidewalks
development
30% window
Window
area; 50% any
n/a
n/a
one window
Directional
3 SF
3 FT
2 per driveway
3 FT if ground
16 SF aggregate
Incidental
2 SF
mounted
per lot
6 SF (res); 24 SF
Property Address
n/a
n/a
(non-res)
15 SF min (res);
Vertical length
Flag
32 SF min (nonless than 50%
2 poles per lot
res)
vertical height
Gas Station
1 per street
Canopy (permit
25 SF
n/a
frontage
required)
40 SF aggregate
3 per Drive
Drive Through/
for drive
8 FT
Through; 1 per
Drive Up
through; 15 SF
Drive Up
for drive up

Illumination
External

Prohibited
External
Prohibited
External
External

Internal, External

Internal, External
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C. Permitting: Except for gas station canopy signs, the signs regulated by this subsection are exempt
from permitting requirements per Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2 – Signs Exempt from
Permitting Requirements.
D. Hanging Signs
1. Sign Area: Hanging signs shall be limited to four (4) square feet in area.
2. Quantity: A maximum of one (1) hanging sign is permitted per tenant of a common
development.
3. Location: Signs shall provide a minimum of eight (8) feet of clearance from ground level to
the bottom of the sign.
4. Illumination: Hanging signs may be externally illuminated.
E. Window Signs
1. Sign Area: Window signs shall not obstruct more than 30% of the total window area. No more
than 50% of any one window may be covered with signage.
2. Illumination: Window signs, except those exempt from Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2 –
Signs Exempt from Permitting Requirements, shall not be illuminated.
F. Directional Signs
1. Sign area: Each directional sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet in area and shall not be
more than three (3) feet in height.
2. Quantity:
a. There shall be a maximum two (2) directional signs allowed per driveway entrance.
b. For common developments, there shall be no more than two (2) such signs per curb
cut or access drive, with no more than three (3) additional such signs per lot.
3. Location:
a. Directional signs shall be located within three (3) feet of driveways that provide
access into, within, or from the property.
b. No setback from the right-of-way line is required, but such signs shall be placed on
private property with the owner’s permission.
4. Illumination: Directional signs may be externally illuminated.
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G. Incidental Signs
1. Sign area: Incidental signs shall be no more than two (2) square feet in area.
2. Quantity: There is no maximum number of incidental signs on a lot. The quantity of signage is
limited by the aggregate area permitted on the lot. The aggregate of all such signs on a
property shall not exceed 16 square feet, unless a larger area or aggregate area is required by
law or government regulation.
3. Location: Incidental signs shall be located on private property.
4. Illumination: Incidental signs shall not be illuminated.
5. Other Regulations: Regulatory and usual and customary signage applied to gas pumps shall
not have any limit on sign area and shall not contribute to the aggregate incidental sign area
of a lot.
H. Property Address Signs
1. Sign Area: Property address signs shall be no more than six (6) square feet for single family
detached, townhome, and multi-family buildings (where such multi-family does not have
ground floor retail) and no more than 24 square feet for commercial, office, mixed-use,
industrial and civic/institutional lots.
2. Quantity:
a. Property address signs shall be located on buildings, other permitted sign structures,
or mail boxes.
b. Each tenant, suite, and/or property is permitted at least one (1) property address sign.
3. Illumination: Property address signs may be externally illuminated.
I.

Flags
1. Sign Area:
a. Lots for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Residential Land Uses.
are permitted a minimum 15 square foot flag.
b. Lots for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land
Uses. are permitted a minimum 32 square foot flag.
2. Quantity: Every parcel shall display no more than (2) flag poles. There are no limits on the
quantity of flags per flag pole, provided the regulations herein are met.
3. Regulations for Flagpoles:
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a. For uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.1 – Residential Land Uses. , flag
poles may not exceed 25 feet in height or the height of the primary structure,
whichever is less.
b. For uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses.
, flagpoles shall not exceed 60 feet in height.
c. When exceeding the minimum allowances above, the aggregate dimensions of the
flags shall be proportional to the flag pole height such that the hoist side of the flags
shall not exceed 50% of the vertical height.
4. Illumination: Flags on any lot may be externally illuminated.
J.

Gas Station Canopy
In addition to the sign types otherwise allowed in this Appendix, gasoline stations with pump
islands may have signage located on the gas station canopy, subject to the following limitations:
1. Sign area: Gas station canopy signs shall be no more than 25 square feet in area.
2. Quantity: A maximum of one (1) gas station canopy sign is permitted per street frontage.
3. Illumination: Signs may be internally or externally illuminated and are exempt from the
prohibition on cabinet lighting.

K. Drive Through/Drive Up Signs
1. Sign area:
a. A sign associated with a drive through use shall not exceed 40 square feet in aggregate
area.
b. A sign associated with a drive up use shall not exceed 15 square feet in area per sign.
2. Quantity:
a. A maximum of three (3) signs per drive through establishment are permitted, subject to
the aggregate area limitation above.
b. A maximum of one (1) sign per drive up service space is permitted.
3. Location: Such signs shall not be oriented toward the public right-of-way. Signs not visible
from the public right-of-way are exempt from size and quantity requirements of Appendix C,
Article 8, Section 8.3.K.—Drive Through/Drive Up Signs .
4. Illumination: Signs may be internally or externally illuminated and are exempt from the
prohibition on cabinet lighting.
5. Other standards:
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a. Signs associated with drive through and drive-up uses shall be permanently affixed and
rigidly mounted to the building or freestanding structure. A solid base for drive through
signs is required.
b. All signs associated with drive through and drive-up uses shall be framed and constructed
of metal or other sturdy material.

ARTICLE 9– TEMPORARY SIGNS
Section 9.1 – General Regulations
Temporary signs shall adhere to the following general requirements, unless otherwise specified:
A. Temporary signs must be made of material able to withstand the elements.
B. Temporary signs shall be spaced at least 15 feet away from any other temporary sign.
C. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.
D. Permitting. Except as outlined below, the signs regulated by Appendix C, Article 9—Temporary
Signs are exempt from permitting requirements per Appendix C, Article 5, Section 5.2 – Signs
Exempt from Permitting Requirements.
E. Temporary signs must be collected and removed from site after the temporary sign permit or
qualifying event term expires, subject to any allowances for renewals.

Section 9.2 – Signage Types
A. Summary. Table 9.2.A – Temporary Signs Summary is provided for the convenience of the
applicant and reader. In the event there is a conflict between this table and detailed regulations
in Section 9.2 – Signage Types, the detailed regulations shall govern.
Table 9.2 A – Temporary Signs Summary
Area
Height
Informational
32 SF Max
6 FT if
(some permits
ground
required)
mounted
A-Frame,
12 SF
4 FT
T-Frame
Banners (permit
required)

32 SF

6FT if
ground
mounted

Quantity
32 SF
aggregate

Duration
Temporary

Illumination
Prohibited

1 per tenant

Removed
each day

Prohibited

1 per tenant
(common
development;
1 per lot (all
others)

Removed at Prohibited
end of
permit
term
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Event

32 SF
8 FT if
(freestanding); ground
10 SF (wall)
mounted

1 per lot

Removed
within 10
days of
qualifying
event

Prohibited

B. Informational Signs
1. Sign Area:
a. Informational signs are limited to an aggregate of thirty-two (32) square feet of sign
area per lot.
b. Informational signs shall be limited to a maximum height of six (6) feet.
2. Quantity: There is no limitation on the quantity of informational signs, provided the
aggregate area per lot is not exceeded.
a. Up to thirty-two (32) square feet of additional informational signage may be allowed
only for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land
Uses by acquiring a temporary sign permit per Appendix C, Article 9, Section 9.3 –
Temporary Sign Permits.
3. Duration: Informational signs shall be temporarily displayed on a lot.
4. Illumination: Such signs shall not be illuminated.
5. Other standards:
a. Non-permanent but water-resistant construction materials shall be used, such as but
not limited to, corrugated plastic or coroplast, acrylic, or PVC.
b. Informational signs shall be rectangular in proportion without projections or
attachments.
c. Signs shall not contain reflective elements.
d. Informational signs must be securely mounted into the ground and out of the public
right-of-way unless, for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – NonResidential Land Uses only, a temporary sign permit is acquired per Appendix C, Article
9, Section 9.3 – Temporary Sign Permits to allow informational signage mounted
directly on a building façade.
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C. A-Frame and T- Frame Signs
1. Sign Area: Such signs shall not exceed 12 square feet in area and shall be no greater than
four (4) feet in height.
2. Quantity: A maximum of one (1) sign is permitted per tenant. Temporary sign permits may
not be issued to allow for additional A-Frame or T-Frame signs.
3. Duration: Signs shall be designed to be portable, folding in nature (for A-Frame), and shall
be removed to the interior of a building or structure at the close of business each day.
4. Location:
a. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs shall be located adjacent to a tenant entrance,
supported by a base of sufficient weight and durability to withstand wind gusts and
maintained in a professional manner free from fading, tearing, and tattering.
b. A-Frame and T-Frame signs are permitted only for uses listed under Appendix C, Article
7, Section 7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses.
c. Sign shall not be placed in the right-of-way or in parking areas.
d. The placement of an A-Frame or T-Frame sign shall not interfere with pedestrian
movement and shall be placed such that at least three (3) feet of unobstructed sidewalk
width remains for pedestrian travel.
e. Signs shall be located a maximum of ten (10) feet from an entrance to the building.
5. Illumination: Such signs shall not be illuminated.
6. Other standards: All A-Frame or T-Frame signs shall be constructed of wood, metal, or other
study materials, with no reflective elements or florescent colors.
D. Banner Signs
1. Banners are allowed only for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section 7.2 – NonResidential Land Uses.
2. Sign Area: Each banner shall not exceed 32 square feet in area and six (6) feet in height.
3. Location: If located under a canopy, banners shall provide a minimum of eight (8) feet of
clearance from ground level to the bottom of the sign. If ground mounted, banners must be
out of public right-of-way.
4. Illumination: Banners shall not be illuminated.
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5. Other standards:
a. All banners require a temporary sign permit per Appendix C, Article 9, Section 9.3 –
Temporary Sign Permits.
b. All banners shall be maintained in good condition.
c. Each banner must be securely attached to poles, mast arms, fences, a building
facade, or other similar structures on all four corners of the banner.
E. Signs in Conjunction with Eligible Events:
1. Sale or Lease of Building or Premises:
a. Sign Area:
i.

Freestanding signs erected in conjunction with eligible events shall not exceed
32 square feet in area, and eight (8) feet in height.

ii.

Wall signs. Such signs erected in conjunction with eligible events shall not
exceed ten (10) square feet in area.

b. Quantity: When a building or premises is available for sale or lease, one (1) freestanding
sign per street frontage is permitted in uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section
7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses. For a common development, one (1) additional wall
sign may be placed on each tenant space that is available for sale or lease.
c. Duration: Such signs in conjunction with eligible events shall be removed within ten (10)
days of a closing of the sale on or execution of a lease of the property. To be eligible for
this sign type, a minimum of 5,000 square feet of a building or premises shall available
for sale or lease.
d. Location: Signs shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the back of curb/edge
of pavement or one (1) foot onto private property, whichever results in the greater
setback. Any signs not located adjacent to a street shall be setback a minimum of five (5)
feet from property lines. Shall not be located within 20 feet of an intersection or any
location.
e. Illumination: Such signs shall not be illuminated.
2. Subdivision Construction
a. Sign Area: Signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area or eight (8) feet in height.
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b. Quantity: When a subdivision is under construction, one (1) freestanding sign per street
frontage is permitted. During construction of a multi-phase subdivision, one (1)
additional freestanding sign is permitted per phase.
c. Duration: Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days of the issuance of the
certificate of occupancy for the permitted improvements on the last buildable lot in the
subdivision or development, or the sale of the last buildable lot without improvements.
Such signs shall also be removed at any time after a period of twelve (12) consecutive
months during which no building permit has been issued for construction within the
subdivision or development.
d. Location:
i.

Sign shall be placed at an entrance into the subdivision.

ii.

Signs shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the back of curb/edge of
pavement or one foot onto private property, whichever results in the greater
setback. Any signs not located adjacent to a street shall be setback a minimum of
five (5) feet from property lines.

iii.

Sign shall be placed at least 20 feet from any intersection.

e. Illumination: Such signs shall not be illuminated.

Section 9.3 – Temporary Sign Permits
A. Temporary sign permits shall only be issued for uses listed under Appendix C, Article 7, Section
7.2 – Non-Residential Land Uses.
B. All banners, informational signs in excess of the exempt allowances per Appendix C, Article 9,
Section 9.2.B. – Informational Signs, and informational signs mounted directly on a building
façade require the acquisition of a temporary sign permit.
C. A temporary sign permit requires the submittal and approval of a sign permit application with
permit fee as set forth under Appendix C, Article 3—Review and Approval Procedures. The
Director may waive specific application requirements as determined prudent for the review of a
temporary sign permit application.
D. Quantity by building type:
1. Per tenant in a common development: No more than one (1) temporary sign permit shall be
issued at one time.
2. Per lot for a common development, multi-tenant building with shared space, and single
occupant buildings: No more than one (1) temporary sign permit shall be issued at one time.

APPENDIX C – SIGN CODE
E. Duration by building type:
1. Per tenant in a common development: No temporary sign permit shall be valid for more
than 30 consecutive days, with no more than three (3) such 30-day periods being permitted
per calendar year per tenant.
2. Per lot for a common development (in addition to the permits issued per tenant), multitenant building with shared space, and single occupant buildings: No permit shall be valid
for more than 30 consecutive days, with no more than three (3) such 30-day periods being
permitted per calendar year per lot.

6.130. Signs and outdoor advertising
1.

2.

Purpose and findings.
(a)

The City Council finds that signs provide an important medium through which individuals may convey a
variety of messages. However, left completely unregulated, signs can become a threat to public safety
as a traffic hazard and detriment to property values and the city's overall public welfare as aesthetic
nuisances. Grovetown has a particular need to improve the appearance of its commercial
thoroughfares.

(b)

Regulation of the location, size, placement, and certain features of signs is necessary to enable the
public to locate goods, services, and facilities in the City without difficulty and confusion, to improve
the general attractiveness of the community, to take advantage of the beauty of the community's
natural environment, and to protect property values therein. Such regulation is also necessary to
facilitate and aid in the identification and location of businesses in the City in the event of police, fire,
or other emergencies and to avoid confusion and delay in response to such emergencies. By enacting
this ordinance, the City Council intends to:
(1)

Balance the rights of individuals to convey their messages through signs and the right of the
public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs;

(2)

Protect the public health, safety, and welfare;

(3)

Reduce traffic and pedestrian hazards;

(4)

Protect property values by minimizing the possible adverse effects and visual blight caused by
signs;

(5)

Promote economic development; and

(6)

Ensure the fair and consistent enforcement of sign regulations.

Definitions.

Aggregate sign area shall mean the area of all signs on a parcel, excluding the area of one face of all doublefaced signs.
Animated sign shall mean a sign with action, motion, or changing colors or patterns which requires electrical
energy. This definition includes signs that electronically change the sign face, whether by substitution of copy or
scrolling. An electronic sign that maintains a steady sign face without change for no less than one (1) hour is not
considered an animated sign. However, any deviation from the minimum one (1) hour change of unchanged copy
results in the sign being considered an animated sign.
Area of a sign/sign area shall mean the smallest square, rectangle, triangle, circle, or combination thereof,
which encompasses one face of the entire sign, inclusive of any border and trim but excluding the base, apron,
supports, and other structural members.
Awning sign shall mean a sign located on a roof-like cover extending before a place as a shelter and which
may be used in lieu of a wall sign.
Double-faced sign shall mean a sign which has two (2) display areas placed back to back against each other or
where the interior angle formed by the display areas is sixty (60) degrees or less, where one face is designed to be
seen from one direction and the other face from another direction.
Flag shall mean any fabric or bunting containing colors, patterns, or symbols used to signify a government or
other entity or organization.
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Freestanding sign shall mean a sign securely affixed to a support structure which is permanently attached to
the ground and wholly independent of any building for support, such a monument or stanchion signs.
Illuminated sign shall mean a sign that has light cast upon the sign from a source either internal to the sign or
from an external light source directed primarily toward such sign.
Incidental sign shall mean a sign of no more than two (2) square feet that serves the purpose of guiding safe
traffic movements onto, from or on property, and without which there is an increased risk of incompatible traffic
movements or obstructions. Example of incidental signs include but are not limited to "stop," "no parking,"
"entrance," "loading zone" and other similar traffic related directives.
LED sign shall mean any sign or portion thereof that uses light emitting diode technology or other similar
semiconductor technology to produce an illuminated image, picture, or message of any kind whether the image,
picture, or message is moving or stationary. This type of sign includes any sign that uses LED technology of any
kind, whether conventional (using discrete LEDs), surface mounted (otherwise known as individually mounted
LEDs), transmissive, organic light emitting diodes (OLED), light emitting polymer (LEP), organic electro polymer
(OEL), or any other similar technology.
Monument sign shall mean a freestanding sign mounted directly upon the ground. Such sign may not be
attached to or be a part of or supported by the building in or to which the sign applies.
Nonconforming sign shall mean any sign that does not conform to the provisions of this ordinance but that
was legal at the time of its erection.
Parcel shall mean a separate tax unit of real property on county real estate records.
Roof sign shall mean a sign attached to, supported by or erected over the roof of a building and which
extends above the immediately adjacent roof line of the building.
Sign shall mean a device or representation for visual communication which is used for the purpose of
bringing the subject thereof to the attention of others.
Stanchion sign shall mean a freestanding sign mounted on one or more steel poles set in the ground and of
sufficient strength and size to support the advertisement portion of such structure which rests upon or is
supported by such poles.
Wall sign shall mean a sign fastened, placed or painted upon or parallel to the exterior wall of the structure
itself, whether front, rear or side of the structure.
Window sign shall mean a sign installed flush with or on a window and intended to be viewed from the
outside.
3.

Permits—Required. All signs allowed by this ordinance, except those exempted from obtaining a permit, shall
require a permit issued by the City prior to posting, displaying, substantially changing, or erecting a sign in
the City. Existing signs which conform to the provisions of this ordinance that would be required to obtain a
permit under the regulations of this ordinance must register with the City within ninety (90) days of the
effective date of this ordinance. The information provided for registration will be the same information
required in a permit application under Section 4. No permit fee will be required for the registration of
existing signs.

4.

Permits—Application. Applications for sign permits required by this ordinance shall be filed by the sign owner
or the owner's agent with the Zoning Administrator/Director. The application shall describe and set forth the
following:
(1)

The street address of the property upon which the sign is to be located and a plat map of the property,
drawn to scale, showing all existing structures, including existing signage and which bears an indication
of the proposed location of the sign.
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(2)

The aggregate area for all signs on the parcel.

(3)

The name(s) and address(es) of all of the owner(s) of the real property upon which the subject sign is
to be located.

(4)

Consent of the owner, or the owner's agent, granting permission for the placement or maintenance of
the sign.

(5)

Name, address, phone number of the sign contractor.

(6)

The type of sign to be erected, the area of the sign, the height of the sign, the shape of the sign, and an
explanation of how the sign is to be mounted or erected.

(7)

The distance of the sign from the closest adjacent sign in either direction.

(8)

The size of the parcel on which the sign is to be placed.

5.

Time for consideration. The City shall process all sign permit applications within thirty (30) business days of
the City's actual receipt of a completed application and accompanying sign permit fee. The Zoning
Administrator/Director shall give notice to the applicant of the decision of the City by hand delivery or by
mailing a notice, by first class mail, to the address on the permit application on or before the 30th business
day after the City's receipt of the completed application and fee. If mailed, notice shall be deemed to have
been given upon the date of mailing in conformity with this section. If the City fails to act within the thirty
(30) business day period, the permit shall be deemed to have been granted. Any incomplete application on
file with the City shall be responded to by formal denial notice within the same thirty (30) day period as
provided for denied applications.

6.

Denial and revocation.
(a)

Procedure. The City shall deny permits to applicants that submit applications for signs that do not
comply with the provisions of this ordinance, are incomplete applications, or contain any false material
statements. Violation of any provision of this ordinance will be grounds for terminating a permit
granted by the City for the erection of a sign. Should it be determined that a sign permit was issued
pursuant to an incomplete application or an application containing a false material statement, or that a
permit has been erroneously issued in violation of this ordinance, the Zoning Administrator/Director
shall revoke the permit. Should the City deny a permit, the reasons for the denial are to be stated in
writing and mailed by first class mail or via hand delivery to the address on the permit application on or
before the 30th business day after the City's receipt of the application. Any application denied and
later resubmitted shall be deemed to have been submitted on the date of re-submission, instead of the
date of the original submission. No permit shall be denied or revoked, except for due cause or
hereinafter defined, and the applicant is granted a public hearing before a hearing officer designated
by the City. The applicant will be given ten (10) days written notice of the time, place and purpose of
the hearing, with a statement of the reason for the denial of the permit application, or the revocation
of a permit. "Due cause" is the violation of the provisions of this ordinance, state or federal law related
to signage, or the submission of an incomplete application or an application containing false material
statements.

(b)

Appeal. An individual whose permit application has been denied or a permittee whose permit has been
revoked may appeal the decision of the hearing officer to the City Council upon filing of written notice
of an appeal with the City Clerk within ten (10) business days of the hearing officer's decision. Such
appeal shall be considered by the Council at the next City Council meeting held after the City's receipt
of the written notice of appeal, provided that the notice of appeal is received a minimum of five (5) full
business days before the meeting. If the appeal is not heard at such meeting, it shall be heard at the
next regular meeting of Council thereafter. The Council shall make a final decision no later than thirty
(30) days from the date of the hearing.
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(c)

Further appeal. In the event an individual whose permit has been denied or revoked is dissatisfied with
the decision of the City Council, he or she may petition for writ of certiorari to the Superior Court as
provided by law.

7.

Permit expiration. A sign permit shall become null and void if the sign for which the permit was issued has
not been completed and installed in accordance with the permit application within six (6) months after the
date of issuance. No refunds will be made for permit fees paid for permits that expired due to failure to erect
a permitted sign. If later an individual desires to erect a sign at the same location, a new application must be
processed and another fee paid in accordance with the fee schedule applicable at such time.

8.

Fees. The cost of a permit shall be forty dollars ($40.00) per sign.

9.

Prohibited signs. The following types of signs are prohibited throughout the city:
(1)

Roof signs;

(2)

Animated signs;

(3)

Signs on public rights of way other than publicly owned or maintained signs;

(4)

Window signs which exceed thirty percent (30%) of the window area;

(5)

Signs that contain words, pictures, or statements that are obscene, as defined by Official Code of
Georgia Annotated § 16-12-80;

(6)

Signs that simulate an official traffic control or warning sign or hide from view any traffic or street sign,
signal or public service sign;

(7)

Signs that emit or utilize in any manner any sound capable of being detected on any traveled road or
highway by a person with normal hearing;

(8)

Signs that interfere with road or highway visibility or obstruct or otherwise interfere with the safe and
orderly movement of traffic;

(9)

LED signs; and

(10) Signs erected by nailing, fastening or affixing the sign in any manner to any tree, post, curve, utility
pole, or other structure excerpt as set forth herein.
10.

11.

Restrictions in residential zoning districts.
(a)

Other than subdivision entrance signs allowed under Section 11 and as otherwise provide by
subsection (b) of this section, parcels located in residential zoning districts shall not contain signs
having an aggregate sign area greater than fifteen (15) square feet. No individual sign shall exceed six
(6) square feet in sign area in a residential zoning district. Signs having a height of greater than five (5)
feet above the grade level of the center line of the adjacent street to which the parcel on which the
sign is located shall not be located in residential zoning districts. Signs meeting the standards of this
section are exempt from permitting requirements.

(b)

Customary home occupations located at residences and apartment buildings in residential districts may
erect one (1) freestanding sign per street frontage not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in sign area
and six (6) feet in height. Community facilities and institutional uses located within residential districts
may erect one (1) freestanding sign per street frontage not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet in
sign are and ten (10) feet in height. Such signs shall require permits.

Residential subdivision entrance signs. Platted residential subdivisions consisting of more than ten (10)
parcels may erect one (1) sign at each entrance to the subdivision. Such sign shall not exceed a height of five
(5) feet above the grade level of the center line of the adjacent street and shall not have a sign area greater
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than twenty-five (25) square feet. Such entrance signs shall not count toward the maximum allowable
signage on a residential parcel.
12.

13.

Height requirements. The following height requirements shall be applicable to signs located in nonresidential zoning districts:
(1)

No stanchion sign shall exceed twenty (20) feet in height at the highest point on the sign.

(2)

Monument signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in height.

(3)

All sign heights shall be measured from the grade level of the center line of the adjacent street to
which the property on which the sign is located has access. The level of the ground shall not be altered
in such a way as to provide additional sign height.

General size and location requirements in non-residential districts.
(a)

No freestanding sign may be located within thirty (30) feet of the intersection of street right-of-way
lines extended. No freestanding sign shall be located within five (5) feet of a public right-of-way.

(b)

No sign shall be located on any building, fence or other property belonging to another person without
the consent of the owner, and as permitted under the provisions of this ordinance.

(c)

Stanchion signs.
(1)

Stanchion signs for parcels exceeding three (3) acres shall not exceed a sign area of one hundred
and fifty (150) square feet.

(2)

Stanchion signs for parcels less than three (3) acres, but equal to or greater than thirty thousand
(30,000) square feet shall not exceed a sign are of one hundred and twenty (120) square feet.

(3)

Stanchion signs for parcels less than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet in size shall not exceed
a sign area of ninety (90) square feet.

(4)

Stanchion signs shall only be located on property in commercial or industrial zoning areas and
shall be limited to one such sign per parcel per street frontage.

(5)

The bottom coping of each stanchion sign shall be at least five (5) feet above the ground.

(d)

Monument signs. Monument signs shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet of total area, which shall
include signage and structure, and shall be limited to one such sign per parcel per street frontage.

(e)

Wall and awning signs.

(f)

(1)

Wall and awning signs shall not project above the parapet wall.

(2)

Wall signs shall not project beyond the building face. Awning signs shall not project beyond the
building face by more than four (4) feet.

(3)

Wall and awning signs shall not exceed a sign area of three hundred (300) square feet or ten
percent (10%) of the wall face of the premises to which the sign relates, whichever is less, on
each street facing the wall.

(4)

The maximum wall or awning sign height shall be ten (10) feet.

(5)

Wall signs shall only be located on property in commercial or industrial zoning areas.

(6)

Each building tenant shall be limited to one (1) wall or awning sign on each street facing wall.

Maximum aggregate sign area. Parcels may contain more than one (1) freestanding sign, provided that:
(1)

Parcels exceeding three (3) acres shall be allowed a maximum aggregate sign area of three
hundred (300) square feet for the entire parcel.
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(g)
14.

15.

Parcels less than three (3) acre but greater than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet shall be
allowed a maximum aggregate sign area of one hundred and eighty (180) square feet for the
entire parcel.

(3)

Parcels less than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet in size shall be allowed a maximum
aggregate sign are of one hundred (100) square feet for the entire parcel.

(4)

Those limits shall not include the area of any wall signs, window signs or billboard signs located
on the parcel.

(5)

These limits shall include the area of all freestanding signs on the parcel.

Incidental signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in sign area and not more than thirty (30) inches in
height are permitted within parking areas, and at lot entrances and exit.

Construction standards.
(a)

All signs for which a permit is required under this ordinance shall be constructed and maintained in
accordance with the provisions of the city building code.

(b)

Signs for which a permit is not required under this ordinance that are constructed of degradable
material may be posted for a maximum of sixty (60) days unless replaced with another sign of the same
material. Any such replacement signs may be posted for a maximum of sixty (60) days.

Nonconforming signs.
(a)

16.

(2)

Nonconforming signs, which met all legal requirements when erected, may stay in place, provided that
within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this ordinance the owner of the nonconforming sign or
the owner's agent registers the sign with the City. Such registration shall contain the information listed
in Section 4(a) and shall specify the sign being registered as nonconforming and shall state that the sign
was completely installed before the effective date of this ordinance. They payment of a fee is not
required for the registration of a nonconforming sign; however, failure to register shall be considered
an offense and may be punished as any other ordinance violation. Nonconforming signs shall be
permitted until one of the following conditions occurs:
(1)

The deterioration of the sign or damage to the sign makes it a hazard or unsightly; or

(2)

The sign has been damaged to the extent that more than minor repairs are required to restore
the sign; provided that signs damaged by Act of God and not due to the owner's action may be
restored to their pre-damage condition, provided that the useful life of the sign is not extended.

(b)

No structural repairs except those permitted pursuant to Subsection (a)(2) above, change in shape, size
or design, shall be permitted except to make a nonconforming sign comply with all requirements of this
ordinance.

(c)

A nonconforming sign may not be replaced by another nonconforming sign except where changed
conditions beyond the control of the owner render the sign nonconforming or warrant the sign's
repair.

Variances. Variances shall be limited to the minimum relief necessary to overcome the hardship. No variance
shall be granted to allow a greater number of signs than would be allowed if the hardship did not exist. A
variance from compliance with the sign regulations of this ordinance shall be limited to the following
hardship situations:
(a)

Standards.
(1)

Where visibility of a conforming sign from the public street and within fifty (50) feet of the
proposed sign would be substantially impaired by existing trees, plants, natural features, signs,
existing buildings or structures on a different lot; and
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(2)

(b)
17.

Placement of the sign elsewhere on the lot would not remedy the visual obstruction; and such
visibility obstruction was not created by the owner of the subject property; and the variance
proposed would not create a safety hazard to traffic.

Variance applications shall be submitted to the City Council and shall be heard under the same time
frames and rules governing appeals under this ordinance.

Exemptions from permit requirements.
(a)

The following types of signs shall be exempt from the permit requirements of Section 3 and shall not
count towards the maximum aggregate sign area limits provided in Section 13(g):

(b)

(1)

Non-illuminated signs, having a sign area of less than six (6) square feet, provided they are not
located in the public right-of-way.

(2)

Window signs installed for purposes of viewing from outside the premises. However, such signs
shall not exceed thirty (30) percent of the available window space.

(3)

Numerals displayed for purposes of identifying property location and not exceeding four (4)
inches in height in residential districts and ten (10) inches in height in non-residential districts.

Every parcel may display no more than two (2) flags that shall not count toward the maximum
aggregate sign area limits provided in Sections 10 and 13(g) without obtaining a permit. Flagpoles in
residential zoned districts shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height or the height of the primary
structure, whichever is less. Flagpoles in commercial or industrial zoned districts shall not exceed sixty
(60) feet in height. The dimensions of any flag shall be proportional to the flagpole height such that the
hoist side of the flag shall not exceed fifty (50) present of the vertical height.

18.

Illumination. Illumination for signs shall not cast light on adjoining property or shine in such a manner as to
cause traffic interference. Illumination shall be constant and shall not change, flash, scroll, fade or simulate
movement.

19.

Enforcement and penalties.
(a)

All signs shall be maintained in good condition as to present a neat and orderly appearance. The City
may, after due notice, issue a citation to any permittee for any sign which shows gross neglect or
becomes dilapidated. Such due notice shall be in writing, shall specify the sign and location, and shall
state that the sign has not been properly maintained. The City shall give the permittee ten (10) days to
rectify the condition or remove the dilapidated sign before issuing a citation.

(b)

The City may issue a citation for violation of this ordinance by any sign erected, altered, converted, or
used in violation of this ordinance.

(c)

Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall be liable for a fine of one hundred and fifty
dollars ($150) for each violation. Each day a sign is posted in violation of this ordinance shall constitute
a separate violation.

20.

Inspections. The Zoning Administrator/Director shall periodically inspect each permanent and temporary
conforming and nonconforming sign in an attempt to ascertain whether the same is secure or insecure, and
whether it is in compliance with the requirements of this ordinance or in need of repair. Responsibility for
the safety of signs and security of their attachment or erection remains at all times with the sign owner.

21.

Removal procedure.
(a)

The Zoning Administrator/Director shall cause to be removed any sign that endangers the public safety,
such as an abandoned, dangerous or materially, electrically or structurally defective sign or a sign for
which no permit has been issued or which is otherwise in violation of this ordinance. The Zoning
Administrator/Director shall prepare a written notice which shall describe the sign and specify the
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violation involved and which shall state that if the sign is not removed or the violation is not corrected
within thirty (30) days, the sign shall be removed in accordance with the provisions of this section.
(b)

All notices mailed by the Zoning Administrator/Director shall be sent by certified mail and first class
mail. Any time periods provided in this section shall be deemed to commence on the date of the
receipt of the certified mail, or if the first class mail is not returned, after three days of mailing.

(c)

The notice shall be mailed to the owner of the property on which the sign is located, the owner of the
sign and the occupant of the property. If any of such persons in unknown or cannot be found notice
shall be mailed to such person's last known address, if any, and posted on the sign or on the premises.

(d)

Any person having an interest in the sign or the property may appeal the determination of the Zoning
Administrator/Director ordering the removal or compliance by filing a written notice of appeal within
ten (10) days after receipt of notice.

(e)

Notwithstanding the above, in cases of emergency, the Zoning Administrator/Director may cause the
immediate removal of a dangerous or defective sign without notice.

(f)

Any sign removed by the Zoning administrator/Director pursuant to the provisions of this section shall
become the property of the City and may be disposed of in any manner deemed appropriate by the
City. The cost of removal of the sign by the City shall constitute a lien against the property and shall be
recoverable in the same manner as City property taxes. The cost of removal shall include any and all
incidental expenses incurred by the City in connection with the sign's removal.

(g)

When it is determined by the Zoning Administrator/Director that the sign would cause imminent
danger to the public safety, and contact cannot be made with a sign owner or building owner, no
written notice shall have to be served. In this emergency situation, the Zoning Administrator/Director
shall document the imminent danger and attempts to contact the sign owner, and may correct the
danger, all cost being charged to the sign owner and property owner.

(h)

If it shall be necessary for the Zoning Administrator/Director to remove a sign pursuant to the
provisions of this section, and it should be practicable to sell or salvage any material derived in the
removal, he may sell the same at private or public sale at the best price obtainable, and shall keep an
account of the proceeds thereof. Such proceeds, if any, shall be used to offset the cost of removal to be
charged to the sign owner or property owner. Where the proceeds derived from such a sale are less
than the cost of removal, such deficiency shall constitute a lien against the property on which the sign
is located, such lien to be collectible in the same manner as city property taxes.

(Ord. No. 122, 11-13-1995; Ord. No. 220 , §§ 1—21, 12-10-2012)
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6.130 Signage

6.130 Signage
A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
1.

2.

than 50 percent of the replacement value at the time
of the destruction or damage, the replacement sign
shall comply with the standards in this article.

Purpose. Regulation of the location, size, placement, and
certain features of signs is necessary to:
a)

Enable the public to locate goods, services, and
facilities in the city without difficulty and confusion

b)

Improve the general attractiveness of the community

c)

Take advantage of the beauty of the community’s
natural environment

d)

Protect property values.

e)

Facilitate and aid in the identification and location of
businesses in the city in the event of police, fire, or
other emergencies and to avoid confusion and delay
in response to such emergencies.

6.

Sign Location. Unless otherwise specified, signs shall
only be located within the boundaries of the lot and not
in the right-of-way or on public property.
a)

Certain sign types may extend beyond a property
line into the right-of-way or public property with
permission from the City and in accordance with the
regulations outlined in this section.

b)

No sign shall be attached to a utility pole, tree,
standpipe, gutter, or drain.

c)

Signs shall be erected so as to permit free ingress
to or egress from any door, window, the roof, or any
other exit-way required by the building code or by
fire department regulations.

d)

No sign shall be erected or maintained in such
a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision of,
interfere with, or be confused with any authorized
traffic sign, signal, or device.

Intent. The intent of this ordinance is to:
a)

Balance the rights of individuals to convey their
messages through signs with the right of the public
to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation
of signs;

b)

Protect the public health, safety, and welfare;

c)

Reduce traffic and pedestrian hazards;

d)

Protect property values by minimizing the possible
adverse effects and visual blight caused by signs;

e)

Promote economic development; and

f)

Ensure the fair and consistent enforcement of sign
regulations.

7.

Illumination. All signs shall be illuminated according to
the following provisions unless otherwise stated.
a)

Signs shall be illuminated only by steady, stationary
light sources directed solely at the sign or internal to
it, unless otherwise stated.

b)

Individual letters or logos may be internally
illuminated as permitted per each sign type; no other
portion of the sign shall be internally illuminated,
unless otherwise stated.

3.

Applicability. These standards shall apply to signage in
all zoning districts for non-residential uses only.

4.

Subdivision of Commercial or Industrial Land. When
a parcel zoned CC 2, C-4, or M is subdivided into two or
more parcels, the multi-tenant monument sign is the only
permitted freestanding sign.

c)

When an external artificial light source is used to
illuminate a sign, the lamp (or bulb) shall be located,
shielded, and directed so as to not be visible from
any public street or private residence.

5.

General Compliance. Compliance with the regulations
outlined shall be attained under the following situations.

d)

No receptacle or device housing a permitted light
source which is attached to the sign itself shall
extend more than 18 inches from the face of the sign.

a)

Newly Constructed or Reconstructed Signage. All
new signs and structural improvements to existing
signs.

e)

b)

Change in use for Single Business Signage. For
signage serving one business, whenever the existing
use is changed to a new use resulting in a change in
signage, including rewording.

If ground lighting is used to illuminate a sign, the
receptacle or device should not extend more than 12
inches above ground and must be fully screened and
housed.

f)

The illumination of any sign, resulting from any
internal or external artificial light source, shall not
exceed 250 nits at the sign face during the day and
125 nits at the sign face after sunset, with no light
trespass onto adjacent property.

c)

d)

2

Multiple-Business Signage. For signage serving
multiple businesses, whenever 50 percent or more of
the existing uses are changed to new uses resulting
in a change in signage, including rewording.
Damage or Destruction. When a sign has been
damaged or destroyed by fire, collapse, explosion
or other cause and the cost of restoration is greater
City of Grovetown Signage

8.

Construction, Design, and Maintenance Standards.
a)

All signs shall meet the construction, design
standards, and maintenance requirements of the
City’s Building Code.
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b)
9.

Any sign constructed of degradable material may be
posted for a maximum of 30 days.

Computation. The following standards generally apply
to computing the area of signs by type and by building
lot. Refer to the Sign Types 6.130.E through 6.130.K for
more information.

(5) A dimensioned plat map of the property,
drawn to scale, showing all existing structures,
including existing signage, indicating the
proposed location of the sign, and dimensioning
the distance from the closest adjacent sign in
either direction.

a)

(6) The aggregate area for all signs on the parcel.

Exempt and temporary signs are not included in the
maximum signage area calculations, unless otherwise
specified.

b)

Height for freestanding signs is measured from the
average grade at the front property line to the top of
the sign, sign cabinet, or cap, whichever is highest.

c)

For the purposes of determining area, lot width or
frontage is measured along the front property line.

d)

If the lot is a corner lot, the width shall be measured
along the front yard.

e)

Building frontage is the width of the front facade of a
building.

10. Sign Permit. Unless otherwise stated, all signs permitted
by this section shall require a sign permit prior to posting,
displaying, substantially changing, or erecting within the
city.
a)

Existing Signs. Existing signs which conform to the
provisions of this section and would be required to
obtain a permit under these regulations shall register
with the city within 90 days of the effective date of
this ordinance.

(7) A scaled plan and elevation of all faces of the
proposed sign that includes all dimensions
(total area of each face, total area, height, all
dimensions defined in this regulation) and the
type of sign as defined by this section.
(8) Drawn details and an explanation of how the
sign is to be mounted or erected.
(9) Definition of all materials included on the sign
and sign base, pedestal, or supports.
c)

Fee. An application fee of 40 dollars and an
inspection fee of 45 dollars is required. An additional
fee of 45 dollars is required for the inspection of
electrical signs.

d)

Approval Time. The City shall process all sign permit
applications within 30 business days of receipt of a
complete application and all fees.
(1) The Director shall notify the applicant of the
decision by either hand delivery of first class mail
to the address on the application on or before
the 30th business day. If mailed, notice shall be
deemed to have been given upon the date of
mailing.

(1) The information for registration shall be the
same required in a permit application as stated
below.
(2) No permit fee will be required for the
registration of existing signs.
b)

(2) If the City fails to act within the 30 business day
period, the permit shall be deemed to have
been granted.

Applications. Applications for sign permits required
by this ordinance shall be filed by the sign owner or
owner’s agent with the Director. The application shall
include the following:
(1) The street address of the property upon which
the sign is to be located.
(2) The name(s) and address(es) of all of the
owner(s) of the real property upon which the
subject sign is to be located.
(3) Consent of the owner, or the owner’s agent,
granting permission for the placement and
maintenance of the sign.
(4) Name, address, phone number of the sign
contractor.

(3) Any incomplete application on file with the City
shall be responded to by formal denial notice
within the same 30 day period.
e)

Denial and Revocation. The City shall deny permits
to applicants that submit applications for signs that
do not comply with the provisions of this section, are
incomplete applications, or contain any false material
statements.
(1) Violation of any provision of this ordinance shall
be grounds for terminating a permit granted by
the City.
(2) Should it be determined that a sign permit was
issued pursuant to an incomplete application
or an application containing a false material
statement, or that a permit has been erroneously
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been completed and installed in accordance with the
permit application within 6 months after the date of
issuance.

issued in violation of this ordinance, the Director
shall revoke the permit.
(3) Should the City deny a permit, the reasons for
the denial are to be stated in writing and mailed
by first class mail or via hand delivery to the
address on the permit application on or before
the 30th business day after the City’s receipt of
the application.
(4) Any application denied and later resubmitted
shall be deemed to have been submitted on the
date of re-submission, instead of the date of the
original submission.
(5) No permit shall be denied or revoked, except
for due cause or hereinafter defined, and the
applicant is granted a public hearing before
a hearing officer designated by the City. The
applicant will be given 10 days written notice of
the time, place and purpose of the hearing, with
a statement of the reason for the denial of the
permit application, or the revocation of a permit.
“Due cause” is the violation of the provisions
of this ordinance, state or federal law related to
signage, or the submission of a n incomplete
application or an application containing false
material statements.
f)

(1) No refunds will be made for permit fees paid
for permits that expired due to failure to erect a
permitted sign.
(2) If later an individual desires to erect a sign at
the same location, a new application must be
processed and another fee paid in accordance
with the fee schedule applicable at such time.
11. Registration of Nonconforming Signs. Nonconforming
signs, which met all legal requirements when erected,
may stay in place, provided that within 90 days of
the effective date of this ordinance the owner of the
nonconforming sign or the owner’s agent registers the
sign with the City.
a)

Appeal. An individual whose permit application
has been denied or a permittee whose permit has
been revoked may appeal the decision of the hearing
officer to the City Council upon filing of written
notice of an appeal with the City Clerk within 10
business days of the hearing officer’s decision.
(1) Such appeal shall be considered by the Council
at the next City Council meeting held after the
City’s receipt of the written notice of appeal,
provided that the notice of appeal is received
a minimum of 5 full business days before the
meeting.

(1) The deterioration of the sign or damage to the
sign makes it a hazard or unsightly; or
(2) The sign has been damaged to the extent that
more than minor repairs are required to restore
the sign; provided that signs damaged by an
Act of God and not due to the owner’s action
may be restored to their pre-damage condition,
provided that the useful life of the sign is not
extended.
b)

No structural repairs except those permitted
pursuant to Section 6.130.A(11)(a)(2) above, change
in shape, size or design, shall be permitted except
to make a nonconforming sign comply with all
requirements of this ordinance.

c)

A non-conforming sign may not be replaced by
another non-conforming sign except where changed
conditions beyond the control of the owner render
the sign nonconforming or warrant the sign’s repair.

(2) If the appeal is not heard at such meeting, it shall
be heard at the next regular meeting of Council
thereafter.
(3) The Council shall make a final decision no later
than 30 days from the date of the hearing.
g)

h)
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Further Appeal. In the event an individual whose
permit has been denied or revoked is dissatisfied
with the decision of the City Council, he or she may
petition for writ of certiorari to the Superior Court as
provided by law.
Expiration. A sign permit shall become null and void
if the sign for which the permit was issued has not
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Such registration shall contain the information listed
in Section 6.130.A(10)(b). The registration shall specify
the sign being registered as nonconforming and
shall state that the sign was completely installed
before the effective date of this ordinance. Payment
of a fee is not required for the registration of a nonconforming sign; however, failure to register shall be
considered an offense and may be punished as any
other ordinance violation. Nonconforming signs shall
be permitted until one of the following conditions
occurs:

12. Variances. Variances shall be limited to the minimum
relief necessary to overcome the hardship. No variance
shall be granted to allow a greater number of signs
than would be allowed if the hardship did not exist. A
variance from compliance with the sign regulations of
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this ordinance shall be limited to the following hardship
situations:
a)

Standards
(1) Where visibility of a conforming sign from the
public street and within 50 feet of the proposed
sign would be substantially impaired by existing
trees, plants, natural features, signs, existing
buildings or structures on a different lot; and

b)

notice which shall describe the sign and specify the
violation involved and which shall state that if the sign
is not removed or the violation is not corrected within
30days, the sign shall be removed in accordance with the
provisions of this section.
a)

(2) Placement of the sign elsewhere on the lot
would not remedy the visual obstruction; and
such visibility obstruction was not created by the
owner of the subject property; and the variance
proposed would not create a safety hazard to
traffic.

All notices mailed by the Director shall be sent by
certified mail and first class mail. Any time periods
provided in this section shall be deemed to
commence on the date of the receipt of the certified
mail, or if the first class mail is not returned, after 3
days of mailing.

b)

Variance applications shall be submitted to the City
Council and shall be heard under the same time
frames and rules governing appeals under this
ordinance.

The notice shall be mailed to the owner of the
property on which the sign is located, the owner of
the sign and the occupant of the property. If any of
such persons in unknown or cannot be found notice
shall be mailed to such person’s last known address, if
any, and posted on the sign or on the premises.

c)

Any person having an interest in the sign or the
property may appeal the determination of the
Director ordering the removal or compliance by filing
a written notice of appeal within 10 days after receipt
of notice.

d)

Notwithstanding the above, in cases of emergency,
the Director may cause the immediate removal of a
dangerous or defective sign without notice.

e)

Any sign removed by the Director pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall become the property
of the City and may be disposed of in any manner
deemed appropriate by the City. The cost of removal
of the sign by the City shall constitute a lien against
the property and shall be recoverable in the same
manner as City property taxes. The cost of removal
shall include any and all incidental expenses incurred
by the City in connection with the sign’s removal.

f)

When it is determined by the Director that the sign
would cause imminent danger to the public safety,
and contact cannot be made with a sign owner or
building owner, no written notice shall have to be
served. In this emergency situation, the Director
shall document the imminent danger and attempts
to contact the sign owner, and may correct the
danger, all cost being charged to the sign owner and
property owner.

g)

If it shall be necessary for the Director to remove a
sign pursuant to the provisions of this section, and it
should be practicable to sell or salvage any material
derived in the removal, he may sell the same at
private or public sale at the best price obtainable, and
shall keep an account of the proceeds thereof. Such
proceeds, if any, shall be used to offset the cost of
removal to be charged to the sign owner or property
owner. Where the proceeds derived from such a sale

13. Enforcement and Penalties.
a)

All signs shall be maintained in good condition as to
present a neat and orderly appearance. The City may,
after due notice, issue a citation to any permittee
for any sign which shows gross neglect or becomes
dilapidated. Such due notice shall be in writing, shall
specify the sign and location, and shall state that the
sign has not been properly maintained. The City shall
give the permittee 10 days to rectify the condition or
remove the dilapidated sign before issuing a citation.

b)

The City may issue a citation for violation of this
ordinance by any sign erected, altered, converted, or
used in violation of this ordinance.

c)

Any person violating any provision of this ordinance
shall be liable for a fine of 150 dollars for each
violation. Each day a sign is posted in violation of this
ordinance shall constitute a separate violation.

14. Inspections. The Director shall periodically inspect
each permanent and temporary conforming and nonconforming sign in an attempt to ascertain whether
the same is secure or insecure, and whether it is in
compliance with the requirements of this ordinance or in
need of repair. Responsibility for the safety of signs and
security of their attachment or erection remains at all
times with the sign owner.
15. Removal procedure. The Director shall cause to be
removed any sign that endangers the public safety, such
as an abandoned, dangerous or materially, electrically
or structurally defective sign or a sign for which no
permit has been issued or which is otherwise in violation
of this ordinance. The Director shall prepare a written
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are less than the cost of removal, such deficiency
shall constitute a lien against the property on which
the sign is located, such lien to be collectible in the
same manner as city property taxes.

7.

Freestanding sign shall mean a sign securely affixed to
a support structure which is permanently attached to
the ground and wholly independent of any building for
support, such as monument or stanchion signs.

16. Severability. In the event any section, subsection,
sentence or word of this ordinance is declared and
adjudged to be invalidated or unconstitutional, such
declaration or adjudication shall not affect the remaining
portions of this article, which shall remain in full force
and effect as if such portion so declared or adjudged
unconstitutional were not originally part of this article.
The City Council declares that it would have enacted
the remaining parts of this article if it had known that
such portion would be declared or adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.

8.

Illuminated sign shall mean a sign that has light cast
upon the sign from a source either internal to the sign or
from an external light source directed primarily toward
such sign.

9.

Incidental sign shall mean a sign of no more than 2
square feet that serves the purpose of guiding safe traffic
movements onto, from or on property, and without
which there is an increased risk of incompatible traffic
movements or obstructions. Example of incidental
signs include but are not limited to “stop,” “no parking,”
“entrance,” “loading zone” and other similar traffic related
directives.

B. DEFINITIONS
The following definitions are applicable specifically to this
section.
1.

Aggregate sign area shall mean the area of all signs on a
parcel, excluding the area of one face of all double-faced
signs.

2.

Animated sign shall mean a sign with action, motion,
or changing colors or patterns which requires electrical
energy. This definition includes signs that electronically
change the sign face, whether by substitution of copy or
scrolling. An electronic sign that maintains a steady sign
face without change for no less than one (1) hour is not
considered an animated sign. However, any deviation
from the minimum one (1) hour change of unchanged
copy results in the sign being considered an animated
sign.

3.

Area of a sign or sign area shall mean the smallest
square, rectangle, triangle, circle, or combination thereof,
which encompasses one face of the entire sign, inclusive
of any border and trim but excluding the base, apron,
supports, and other structural members.

4.

Awning sign shall mean a sign located on an awning, a
roof-like cover consisting of a metal frame and material,
canvas, or steel and extending over a window or other
opening to create shade.

5.

Double-faced sign shall mean a sign which has two
display areas placed back to back against each other
or where the interior angle formed by the display areas
is 60 degrees or less, where one face is designed to be
seen from one direction and the other face from another
direction.

6.
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Flag shall mean any fabric or bunting containing colors,
patterns, or symbols used to signify a government or
other entity or organization.
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10. LED sign shall mean any sign or portion thereof that
uses light emitting diode technology or other similar
semiconductor technology to produce an illuminated
image, picture, or message of any kind whether the
image, picture, or message is moving or stationary. This
type of sign includes any sign that uses LED technology
of any kind, whether conventional (using discrete LEDs),
surface mounted (otherwise known as individually
mounted LEDs), transmissive, organic light emitting
diodes (OLED), light emitting polymer (LEP), organic
electro polymer (OEL), or any other similar technology.
11. Monument sign shall mean a freestanding sign
mounted directly upon the ground. Such sign may not be
attached to or be a part of or supported by the building
in or to which the sign applies.
12. Non-conforming sign shall mean any sign that does not
conform to the provisions of this ordinance but that was
legal at the time of its erection.
13. Parcel shall mean a separate tax unit of real property on
county real estate records.
14. Pole-mounted sign shall mean a freestanding sign
mounted on one or more steel poles set in the ground
and of sufficient strength and size to support the
advertisement portion of such structure which rests upon
or is supported by such poles.
15. Roof sign shall mean a sign attached to, supported by
or erected over the roof of a building and which extends
above the immediately adjacent roof line of the building.
16. Sign shall mean a device or representation for visual
communication which is used for the purpose of bringing
the subject thereof to the attention of others.
17. Wall sign shall mean a sign fastened, placed or painted
upon or parallel to the exterior wall of the structure itself,
whether front, rear or side of the structure.
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18. Window sign shall mean a sign installed flush with or on
a window and intended to be viewed from the outside.

C. EXEMPT SIGNS
1.

2.

General Requirements. Exempt signs meeting the
standards of this section are subject to the following:
a)

Exempt signs are permitted in all districts.

b)

Exempt signs do not require a sign permit for
installation, unless otherwise specified.

c)

Exempt signs are not required to meet any sign type
standards, unless otherwise specified.

d)

Exempt signs are not counted in the determination
of the total permitted area of signage on a lot
outlined in Table 6.130-1.

(4) More than two flags on a lot requires a sign
permit and the flag shall be counted towards
the maximum signage per lot.
g)

Signs Inside Buildings. Any sign which is located
completely within an enclosed building, when such
sign is not readable from 10 feet or more outside the
building.

h)

Informational Signs. Any sign not legible beyond
the property line of the lot upon which it is situated
or from any right-of-way and signs oriented inward
upon a lot and intended solely for the information of
employees, students, faculty, or visitors.

i)

Directional Signs. Signs directing vehicular ingress
and egress to off-street parking facilities. These signs
shall meet the following requirements:

Exempt Signs. The following are considered exempt
signs.
a)

Name Plates. Any name plate, numbers identifying
the building address, or identification sign, not
exceeding one square foot in area.

b)

Hours of Operation. Hours of operation, not
exceeding 2 square feet in area.

c)

(2) One sign per parking lot per right-of-way
frontage identifying the facilities and the
conditions of use.
(3) Each sign face shall not exceed 2 square feet in
area.

Official Signs. Any official sign, public notice sign,
or warning sign required by a valid and applicable
federal, state, or local law, regulation, or ordinance or
by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

d)

Public Service Signs. Signs used for safety purposes
relative to the repair or maintenance of streets,
sidewalks, or utilities in a public right-of-way.

e)

Traffic Control Signs. Traffic and other official signs
of any public or governmental agency, such as traffic
control signs, railroad crossing signs, trespass signs,
signs indicating danger, or signs used as aids to
service or safety.

f)

(1) No more than two signs are permitted for each
lot per right-of-way frontage.

(4) Signs shall not exceed 3 feet in height.
(5) Signs shall be set back a minimum of 2 feet
from property lines and are not permitted to
overhang any property line.
(6) Logos or other advertising are not permitted.
(7) A sign permit must be obtained.
j)

Historical Markers. Memorial signs, tablets, or
cornerstones including the name of building or date
of erection, when cut into any masonry surface or
when constructed of bronze or other incombustible
materials. Historical markers shall not exceed 2 square
feet in area.

(1) On residential lots, flagpoles shall not exceed
25 feet in height or the height of the primary
structure.

k)

Noncommercial Signs. Tablets, grave markers,
headstones, statuary, or remembrances of persons or
events that are noncommercial in nature.

(2) In commercial or industrial districts, flagpoles
shall not exceed 60 feet in height.

l)

Temporary Decorations or Displays. Temporary
decorations or displays celebrating the occasion of
traditionally accepted patriotic, ethnic, or religious
holidays, as well as national, state, and city holidays.

Flags. One or two flags may be displayed per lot and
are exempt from any permit requirements with the
following limitations:

(3) The dimensions of any flag shall be proportional
to the flagpole height such that the hoist side
of the flag shall not exceed 50 percent of the
vertical height.

m) Works of Art. Works of fine art, created simply for its
beauty and displaying the fine skill of the artist, when
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n)

not displayed in conjunction with a commercial
enterprise.

e)

Portable or Wheeled Signs. Any sign permanently
mounted on wheels.

Signage for a Home Occupation. These signs shall
meet the following requirements:

f)

Inflatable or Balloon Signs. Temporary or
permanent signs that are inflatable or balloon-like are
not permitted.

g)

Off-Site Signs. All signs shall be located on the
lot the business is located on. Off-site signs are not
permitted.

h)

Billboards. Billboards and similar advertising
structures are prohibited.

i)

Roof Signs. Signs attached to, supported by, or
erected over the roof of a building and which
extends above the immediately adjacent roof line of
the building.

j)

Obscene Signs. Signs that contain words, pictures,
or statements that are obscene, as defined by Official
Code of Georgia Annotated 16-12-80.

k)

Signs with Sound. Signs that emit or utilize in any
manner any sound capable of being detected on any
traveled road or highway by a person with normal
hearing.

l)

Electronic Message Boards, LED Signs. Any
sign or portion thereof that uses light emitting
diode technology or other similar semiconductor
technology to produce an illuminated image, picture,
or message of any kind whether the image, picture,
or message is moving or stationary. This type of sign
includes any sign that uses LED technology of any
kind, whether conventional (using discrete LEDs),
surface mounted (otherwise known as individually
mounted LEDs), transmissive, organic light emitting
diodes (OLED), light emitting polymer (LEP),
organic electro polymer (OEL), or any other similar
technology.

(1) One sign per lot is permitted.
(2) Sign shall be flat mounted against the building.
(3) Sign shall be no larger than one square foot in
area.
(4) Sign shall not be directly or indirectly illuminated
other than by those lights incidental to the
residential use of the premises.

D. PROHIBITED SIGNS
1.

General Requirements. Prohibited signs shall not be
constructed in any district.

2.

Prohibited Signs. The following signs are prohibited.
a)

Flashing or Moving Lights. Signs which incorporate
flashing or moving lights.

b)

Animated or Moving Signs. Signs which move or
give the appearance of movement, including but not
limited to signs which flutter, undulate, swing, rotate,
oscillate, or otherwise move by natural or artificial
means. Moving signs shall not include flags, signs
displaying time and temperature, and electronic
message board (EMB) signs as permitted in this
section.

c)

Similarity to Traffic Control Signs. Signs that
include words such as “Stop”, “Danger”, “Warning”,
“Caution”, or “Go Slow”, unless such language is part
of the name of the business, or any other words,
phrases, symbols, or characters that imitate any
authorized traffic sign by shape, color, or character
or employs any red, yellow, green, or other colored
lamps or lights in such a manner as to interfere with,
mislead, or confuse traffic.

d)

Vehicles as Signs. Any sign attached to or placed
on a vehicle or trailer parked on public or private
property that is prominently visible from public
streets, except during the following conditions:
(1) The primary purpose of such a vehicle or trailer
is not the display of signs.
(2) The vehicle or trailer is in operating condition,
currently registered and licensed to operate on
public streets, and actively used or available for
use in the daily function of the business to which
such signs relate.
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E. TEMPORARY SIGNS
1.

General Requirements. These signs are temporarily
permitted for promoting special community or nonprofit activities, special events, or grand openings for
businesses. Temporary signs shall adhere to the following
general requirements, unless otherwise specified.
a)

Permitted Display Time. A temporary sign shall not
be displayed for more than 30 consecutive days.
(1) Once removed, a temporary sign shall not be
reinstalled on same lot until after the expiration
of an interim period of 90 days.
(2) Temporary signs shall be removed by the
person or organization that erected or caused
the erection of the sign(s) not less than 3 days
after the date of the event to which they relate
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or at the end of the maximum display period,
whichever comes first.
b)

a rental unit in a building is permitted per lot
frontage.

Location. The following regulations apply to locating
temporary signs.

(4) Size. Real estate signs shall not exceed 6 square
feet in area, except for the following pertaining
to nonresidential uses:

(1) Temporary signs shall be allowed in all districts.

(i)

(2) Temporary signs must be located on private
property and shall not be posted, attached or
placed on any tree, utility pole, street sign post,
light post, or any official traffic control sign or
signal post on the public right-of-way.

(ii) Lots with over 300 feet of Frontage.
Real estate signs for properties with lot
frontages over 300 feet shall not exceed 32
square feet.

(3) Temporary signs located within the public rightof-way may be removed by the city.
c)

Quantity. One temporary sign is permitted per lot
frontage on a public right-of-way per permitted 30
day period.

(5) Height. The maximum height of such signs is
10 feet.

d)

Size. Temporary signage on a lot shall not total an
area greater than 32 square feet at one time and
is not counted in the determination of the total
permitted area of signage on a lot.

(6) Permit. A permit is required only for signs larger
than 6 square feet in area.

e)

f)
2.

Lots with 100 to 300 feet of frontage.
Real estate signs for properties with lot
frontages between 100 and 300 feet shall
not exceed 16 square feet.

b)

Maintenance & Materials. All temporary signs must
be properly maintained and of a material able to
withstand the elements.

(1) Permitted Display Time. Signs shall be
removed no later than 7 days after the
completion of construction or issuance of a
certificate of occupancy, whichever is sooner.

Permit Required. The display of all temporary signs
requires a permit.

Temporary Sign Types. The following are permitted
types of temporary signs. Requirements defined in
6.130.E(1), above, shall be met, unless otherwise specified
below.
a)

(2) Size. For every one project developer,
contractor, engineer, or architect, 4 additional
square feet of area is permitted up to a total sign
area of 44 square feet.

Real Estate Signs. Real estate signs are for the sale,
lease, rental use of a lot or building, or availability of a
rental unit in a building.
(1) Permitted Display Time. Real estate signs are
permitted for the duration of the sale, lease, or
rental period.
(i)

All such signs shall be removed within 7
days of a signed agreement with respect
to the sale, lease, rental use of the lot or
building, or rental of unit within a building.

(ii) No sign indicating the property has been
“sold” shall remain more than 7 days after
closing.
(2) Open House Signs. Open house signs are
permitted up to 4 hours before the event and
shall be removed immediately after its end.
(3) Quantity. One sign pertaining to the sale, lease,
rental use of a lot or building, or availability of

Construction Signs. Construction signs identify
the name of the project developers, contractors,
engineers, and architects on a site being developed.

(3) Height. The maximum height of such signs is
10 feet.
(4) Permit. Sign permit shall not be issued prior to
the building permit.
c)

Political Signs. Political signs are exempt from
all the standards in 6.130.E(1) except the location
requirements detailed in 6.130.E(1)(b).

d)

Special Event Sign. A special event sign is permitted
for promoting special community activities, special
promotional sales, special events, or activities.
(1) Permitted Display Time. Signs shall be
removed no later than the day following the
special event.
(2) Location. Special events signs may be located
in the right-of-way in the CC1 and CC3 districts
where the pedestrian walkway is at least 5 feet
in width and shall not be placed within 10 feet of
an intersection or crosswalk.
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e)

Window Signs. Window signs are located wholly in
the window of the structure housing the use being
referenced by the sign.

2.

Permitted Quantity of Signage by District. Table
6.130-F.2 details the maximum total amount of signage
permitted on a lot within each district.

(1) Temporary Window Signs. Temporary
window signs must follow the restrictions for
window signs outlined in this section. Refer to
6.130.L Window Signs.

3.

Window Signs. Window signs shall not count towards
a lot’s maximum permitted amount of signage. Refer to
6.130.L Window Signs.

4.

Signs Located on Parking lots. One sign is permitted in
addition to the maximum signage quantities detailed in
Table 6.130.F-1 provided the following.

(2) Multiple Signs. Multiple temporary window
signs are considered one sign for the purposes
of computing the quantity of temporary signs
on a lot.
(3) Permit. No permit shall be required.
f)

Sandwich Board Sign. A sandwich board is a set of
2 signs set up in a triangular shape and hinged along
the top.
(1) Permitted Display Time. Sandwich boards
are not restricted to the 30 day display time
restriction.
(i)

Signs shall only be displayed during
business hours.

(ii) Signs must be removed by close of
business each day.
(2) Location.
(i)

Sandwich board signs may be located in
the right-of-way in the CC1, CC2, and CC3
districts where the pedestrian walkway
is at least 5 feet in width and shall not be
placed within 10 feet of an intersection or
crosswalk.

(ii) Sandwich board signs shall be located
within 15 feet of the entrance to the
business.
(3) Size. Signs shall not be greater than 3 feet in
height and no more than 6 square feet in area
per sign face.
(4) Materials. Signs shall be constructed of wood,
metal, or other durable materials to withstand
the elements.

F. QUANTITY OF SIGNAGE
The following pertain to specific sign types detailed in this
section.
1.

Summary Table of Sign Types permitted by District.
Table 6.130-F.1 summarizes the permitted sign types by
district. Refer to each sign type for specific information,
6.130.G through 6.103.O.
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a)

Permitted sign types are a wall, projecting, or awning
sign.

b)

Maximum sign area is 30 square feet.

c)

Permitted location is either the side or rear facade
along a parking lot.

5.

Through Lots. In addition to the maximum amount of
signage permitted per lot, through lots may incorporate
an additional 30 square feet of signage permitted for the
lot located in either the rear yard or along the rear facade.

6.

Exempt/Temporary Signs. Table 6.130.F-1 does not
apply to exempt or temporary signs unless otherwise
specified.

7.

Iconic Sign Elements. Iconic sign elements of threedimensional symbols or logos are permitted under the
following conditions.
a)

Symbol or Logo Size. The symbol may not be
larger than 4 feet in any direction, included in overall
sign area and the surface area counts towards the
Maximum Permitted Quantity of Signage per lot.

b)

Moving Parts or Illumination. No moving parts or
external illumination of the symbol may be provided.

c)

Text. The text component of the symbol or logo
may not be more than 30 percent of the overall area
of the sign.

6.130 Signage
SIGN TYPES PERMITTED BY DISTRICT
DISTRICTS

Core General

4

4

4

4

Projecting Sign

4

4

4

4

4

4

Projecting Marquee

0

0

Awning Sign

4

4

4

4

4

4

Canopy-Mounted Sign

4

4

4

4

4

4

Window Sign

4

4

4

4

4

4

Monument Sign

4

4

4

4

4

0

0

Ped-Scale Pole Sign

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

Multi-Tenant Monument Sign

2

2

2

2

Civic Open Space

Industrial

4

Suburban Residential

Industrial

4

Neighborhood Residential

Commercial

Transitional Residential

Commercial Corridor

Wall Sign

Core Residential

Core District
Building Mounted Signs
Freestanding
Signs

SIGN TYPES

CC 1 CC 2 C-4 M1 M2 CC 3 CC 4 CC 5 CC 6 CC 7 CC 8

4

4

0

4
4

= Permitted within district
0 = Limited by Use per Sign Type; refer to 6.130.G through 6.130.O
2 = Permitted per 6.130.O; Required for Subdivisions per 6.130.O

4

Table 6.130.F-1. Signage Types Permitted by District.

MAXIMUM PERMITTED SIGN TYPE BY DISTRICT

CC 1 & CC3

3 square feet per 1 linear foot
of lot width with a maximum
of 200 square feet each, front
and rear facade.

CC 2, C-4 & M Districts

CC 4 & CC 5

3 square feet per 1 linear foot of
lot width with a maximum of 200
square feet for single business
occupant, 400 square feet for
multiple business occupancy.
Multi-tenant monument signs
shall be included in sign total per For Residential Care
Uses (refer to 3.030), one
6.130.O(4)(A)
sign type is permitted,
Note: Subdivision of parcels in
these districts into two or more
parcels limits any freestanding
signage to the multi-tenant
monument sign. Refer to
6.130.A(4) and 6.130.O(2).

maximum area per type.

CC 7, all R
Districts

CC 8

For subdivisions of
10 lots or more, one
Monument Sign is
permitted.

2 square feet per 1 linear
foot of lot width with a
maximum of 150 square
feet

Table 6.130.F-2. Quantity of Total Signage Permitted per Lot by District.
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6.130 Signage
G. WALL SIGN
1.

2.

3.

Wall Sign Requirements

Description. Wall signs, also known as flat or band signs,
are mounted directly to the building face to which the
sign is parallel. Refer to Figures 6.130.G-1 and 6.130.G-2.

Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2, CC 3, C-4, M Districts

Sign Area

General Requirements. Wall signs shall be developed
according to the standards in Table 6.130.G-1.

Shall not exceed 180 sq ft or 10 percent of
the wall face, whichever is less, on each street
facing wall.

Height

2’ maximum letter or element height; 4’
maximum overall sign height.

a)

Building Openings. Wall signs shall not cover
windows or other building openings.

Location on the
Building or Site

Permitted on all facades

b)

Architectural Features. Wall signs shall not cover
architectural building features.

Placement on the
Building or Site

1’ maximum projection from building face;
shall not project above the roof line.

c)

Murals. Murals, a type of wall sign painted onto
the building face displaying the business name or
activity, are prohibited.

Quantity

1 per tenant per street frontage; 1 per tenant
per side or rear facade on a parking lot

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal, masonry & neon glass;
Plastic & synthetics permitted only as
separate alphanumeric characters or logos

Computation. The area of a wall sign is calculated using
the following information.
a)

b)

Wall Signs. Area is calculated by drawing the smallest
possible square or rectangle around the largest
letters and/or elements, as is illustrated in Figure
6.130.G(2).

Table 6.130.G-1. Wall Sign Requirements.

Area Credit. All areas that utilize individual
alphanumeric characters or logos (including only
those using wood, wood substitute, metal, or
masonry) may use a total area of 90 percent of the
calculation as outlined above.

Wall Sign

Corner Market
Corner Market

Corner Market
Figure 6.130.G-1. Wall Sign.
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Figure 6.130.G-2. Measuring Wall Signs.

Corner Market
City of Grovetown Signage

Maximum
Element/
Letter
Height.

6.130 Signage
H. PROJECTING SIGN
1.

Projecting Sign Requirements

Description. A Projecting sign is attached to and projects
from a building face or hangs from a support structure
attached to the building face. Sign faces are typically
perpendicular to the building face, but may be at an
angle greater than 45 degrees from the facade. The sign
may be vertically or horizontally oriented. Refer to Figure
6.130.H-1.

2.

General Requirements. Projecting signs shall be
developed according to the standards in Table 6.130.H-1.

3.

Computation. The area of a Projecting sign is equal to
the area of one of the sign’s faces.

Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2, CC 3, C-4, M Districts

Sign Area

Maximum 15 sq ft per face.

Height

8’ maximum sign length, 8’ minimum
clearance to walk required

Location on the
Building or Site

Permitted on all facades; sign and structural
supports shall not extend above the eave or
parapet

Placement on the
Building or Site

Shall not project closer than 3’ from back of
curb

Quantity

1 per tenant per public ROW frontage; 1 per
tenant per side or rear facade on a parking
lot

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal, masonry & neon glass;
Plastic & synthetics permitted only as
separate alphanumeric characters or logos

Table 6.130.H-1. Projecting Sign Requirements.

Sign Projection
Maximum
sign Length

S
I
G
N

Sign Area
Minimum Clearance to
Walk

Figure 6.130.H-1. Projecting sign.
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6.130 Signage
I.

PROJECTING MARQUEE SIGN

1.

Description. A Projecting Marquee sign is a projecting
sign designed to have manually changeable copy and 2
to 3 sign faces. Refer to Figures 6.130.I-1 and Figure 6.130.I2.

2.

General Requirements. Projecting Marquee signs shall
be developed according to the standards in this section
and Table 6.130.F (1).
a)

Manually Changeable Copy. Manually changeable
copy boards are permitted on Projecting Marquee
signs in CC 1 and CC 2 with use limitations and
provided the following conditions are met:
(1) The area of the boards cannot equal greater than
30 percent of the area of the sign face on which
it is located or 32 square feet, whichever is less.
(2) One sign of any type containing a Manually
Changeable Copy Board is permitted per lot.

3.

Computation. The sign area is calculated by combining
the area of all exposed sign faces and the cabinet or
structure surrounding them.

Projecting Marquee Sign Requirements
Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2: Limited to assembly uses or
theater uses per 3.030 Uses.

Sign Area

Maximum 40 sq ft per face.; minimum 2 faces
per sign.
Refer to Table 6.130.F-1 for maximum per lot

Height

8’ minimum clearance to walk required

Location on the
Building or Site

Front & corner side facades only

Placement on the
Building or Site

Maximum projection from building is 6’; Shall
not project closer than 1’ from back of curb

Quantity

1 per lot

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal, masonry & neon glass;
Plastic & synthetics permitted only on sign
face; manually changeable copy boards
permitted with conditions¹

Table 6.130.I-1. Projecting Marquee Sign Requirements.

Building
Projecting Marquee
Sign
Sign
Sign
Face.
Face.
Sidewalk.

Building
Sign
Face.

Sign
Projection.

Projecting Marquee sign

Sign Face.

Sign Face.
Sidewalk.

SIGN

Sign Area.
Minimum
Clearance to
Walk.

Building
Projecting Marquee sign
Sign Face.
Sidewalk.

Figure 6.130.I-1. Projecting Marquee sign.
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Figure 6.130.I-2. Projecting Marquee sign Plan.

6.130 Signage
J. AWNING SIGN
1.

Awning Sign Requirements

Description. A sign that is mounted, painted, or
otherwise applied on or attached to an awning or canopy.
Refer to Figures 6.130.J-1 and 6.130.J-2.

2.

General Requirements. Awning signs shall be
developed according to the standards in Table 6.130.J-1.

3.

Computation. The area of an awning sign is calculated
by drawing the smallest possible square or rectangle
around the largest letters and/or elements of the sign
portion of the awning, as is illustrated in Figure 6.130.J-2.

Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2, CC 3, C-4, M Districts

Sign Area

Shall not exceed 100 sq ft; up to 30 percent of
the awning may be used for signage; Refer to
Table 6.130.F-2 for maximum per lot

Height

8’ minimum clearance to walk required;
maximum awning sign height is 3 ft.

Location on the
Building or Site

Permitted on all facades

Placement on the
Building or Site

Maximum projection from building is 4’;
Shall not project closer than 2’ from back of
curb; Shall not block any window, door, or
the building roof. Shall not project above the
roof line.

Quantity

1 per tenant per street frontage;
1 per tenant per side or rear facade on a
parking lot

Internal
Illumination

Not permitted

Materials

Cloth, canvas, metal, or wood; All supports
shall be made of metal or wood

Table 6.130.J-1. Awning Sign Requirements.

Sign Area.

Sign
Projection.

Awning Sign
Minimum
Clearance to
Walk.

Figure 6.130.J-1. Awning Sign.

Figure 6.130.J-2. Awning Sign.
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6.130 Signage
K. CANOPY-MOUNTED SIGN
1.

Description. A sign with individual alphanumeric
characters and/or logos that is mounted on top of a
permanent canopy. Refer to Figures 6.130.K-1 and 6.130.K2.

2.

General Requirements. Canopy-Mounted signs shall be
developed according to the standards in Table 6.130.K-1.

3.

Computation. The area of a Canopy-Mounted sign is
calculated by drawing the smallest possible square or
rectangle around the largest letters and/or elements of
the sign portion of the Canopy-Mounted Roof sign, as is
illustrated in Figure 6.130.K-2.

Canopy-Mounted sign Requirements
Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2, CC 3, CC 8, C-4, M Districts

Sign Area

Maximum 30 sq ft.
Refer to Table 6.130.F-2 for maximum per lot

Height

2’ maximum letter or element height; Cannot
project more than 2’ above roof line of
canopy

Location on the
Building or Site

Permitted on all facades; not intended for the
principal roof of the building

Placement on the
Building or Site

Shall not project beyond the front edge of
the canopy; Shall not block any window, door,
or the building roof.

Quantity

1 per tenant per public ROW frontage;
per tenant per side or rear facade on a
parking lot

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal, & neon glass; Plastic
& synthetics permitted only as separate
alphanumeric characters or logos

Table 6.130.K-1. Canopy-Mounted sign Requirements.

Sign Area.

Maximum Height.

CANOPY-MOUNTED SIGN

Figure 6.130.K-1. Canopy-Mounted Sign.
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Figure 6.130.K-2. Canopy-Mounted Sign.

1

6.130 Signage
L. WINDOW SIGN.
1.

Window sign Requirements

Description. A Window sign is posted, painted, placed,
or affixed in or on a window exposed for public view or
is a sign hung inside the building facing the window for
public view. Refer to Figure 6.130L-1.

2.

General Requirements. Window signs shall be
developed according to the standards in Table 6.130.L-1.

3.

Computation. A series of windows that are separated
by frames or supporting material of less than 6 inches
in width shall be considered a single window for the
purposes of computation.

Permitted Districts

CC 1, CC 2, CC 3, C-4, M Districts

Sign Area

Up to 30 percent of a set of continuous
windows may be covered with signage; No
more than 50 percent of any one window
panel may be covered with signage. Refer

to Table 6.130.F-2 for maximum per lot

a)

Measurement. To measure sign area percentage,
divide the total sign area by the total window area, as
illustrated in Figure 6.130.L-1.

b)

Maximum Allowance. Window signs are not counted
toward a site’s maximum signage allowance.

c)

Exempt signs. Address and hours of operation are
considered exempt signs and are not counted in
the Window sign area calculation. Refer to 6.130.C
Exempt signs.

d)

Temporary Window signs. Temporary Window
signs must be included in the total percentage of
signage per window calculation. Refer to 6.130.E (2)(e)
Temporary signs.

e)

Window signs may not be internally illuminated
except for neon or similar illuminated window signs.

Height

No maximum

Location on the
Building or Site

Permitted on all facades

Placement on the
Building or Site

Ground or upper story windows; May be
affixed to window or hung/mounted behind
glass

Quantity

No maximum quantity, based on window
sign area for ground story; 1 per tenant per
floor for upper stories

Internal
Illumination

Not permitted, except on neon or similarly
illuminated window signs

Materials

Drawn, painted, or affixed on the glass;
Wood, metal, neon glass, plastic, or other
similar materials also permitted

Table 6.130.L-1. Window Sign Requirements.

Sign Area.

Set of Continuous
Windows, consisting of
Three Window Panels.

SIGN

SIGN

SIGN

SIGN

Figure 6.130.L-1. Measuring Window Signs.
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6.130 Signage
M. MONUMENT SIGN
1.

2.

3.

Monument Sign Requirements

Description. A Monument sign is freestanding; it is
located in a front or side yard of a lot. Refer to Figures
6.130.M-1 and 6.130.M-2.

Permitted Districts

CC 2, CC 3, CC 8, C-4, M Districts
Permitted in CC 7 as subdivision entrance
sign. Permitted in CC 4 and CC 5 for
Residential Care Uses (refer to 3.030 Uses).

General Requirements. Monument signs shall be
developed according to the standards in Table 6.130.M-1.

Sign Area

Maximum 60 sq ft total, all faces. In CC 7,
maximum 25 sq ft sign.
Refer to Table 6.130.F-1 for maximum per lot

Height

Maximum height 5’

Location on the
Building or Site

Front or Corner Yards with a minimum
average depth of 10 feet.

Placement on the
Building or Site

10’ setback from driveways & side property
line; 5’ from front & corner property lines

Quantity

1 per lot.

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal & masonry; Plastic &
synthetics permitted on sign face.

a)

Pole-Mounted Signs. Monument signs may not be
pole-mounted.

b)

Manually Changeable Copy. The area of any
manually changeable copy cannot equal greater than
30 percent of the area of the sign face on which it is
located or 20 square feet, whichever is less.

Computation. The area of a monument sign is equal
to the area of all sign faces. This measurement includes
the sign, any cabinet in which it is enclosed and any
changeable copy boards, but excludes the base of the
sign.
a)

Measuring Height. Height shall include the sign face,
base, cabinet, and ornamental cap.

b)

Height from Grade. Height shall be measured from
the grade level of the curb of the street closest to the
sign. The level of the ground shall not be altered in
such a way as to provide additional sign height.

1
Sign must not be located in a sight triangle extending 30 feet from
either side of an intersection of a driveway and a vehicular right-of-way
or 2 vehicular rights-of-way.

Table 6.130.M-1. Monument Sign Requirements.

Sign Cabinet.

Sign Area.
Sign Base.

SIGN

Figure 6.130.M-1. Monument sign.
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Height.

6.130 Signage
N. PED-SCALE POLE-MOUNTED SIGN

A sign mounted onto a double set of poles.

b)

A sign mounted on a single pole.

c)

A sign hanging from a single pole.

Computation. The area of a Pole-Mounted sign is equal
to the area of one sign face.
a)

8 sq ft maximum area per sign face

Sign Area

General Requirements. Ped-Scale Pole-Mounted signs
shall be developed according to the standards in Table
6.130.N-1.

Height from Grade. Height shall be measured from
the grade level of the curb of the street closest to the
sign. The level of the ground shall not be altered in
such a way as to provide additional sign height.

CC 2, CC 3, CC 8, C-4, M Districts
Permitted in CC 7 as subdivision entrance
sign. Permitted in CC 4 and CC 5 for
Residential Care Uses (refer to 3.030 Uses).
Refer to Table 6.130.F-2 for maximum per lot

Height

8’ maximum height for sign mounted or
hanging on a single pole; 5’ for sign mounted
on double set of poles; Each pole shall have a
maximum diameter of 3 inches.

Location on the
Building or Site

Front or Corner Yards with minimum average
depth of 10 feet

Placement on the
Building or Site

5’ setback from front & corner property lines;
Cannot overhang property lines

Quantity

1 per lot

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood, metal & masonry; Plastic &
synthetics permitted on sign face

1
Sign must not be located in a sight triangle extending 30 feet from
either side of an intersection of a driveway and a vehicular right-of-way
or 2 vehicular rights-of-way.

Table 6.130.N-1. Ped-Scale Pole-Mounted sign Requirements.

Sign Area.

SIGN

1. Sign mounted onto a
double set of poles.

SI
G

N

Sign Area.

2. Sign mounted on a single
pole.

SIGN

Sign
Area.

Height.

3.

a)

Permitted Districts

Height.

2.

Description. A Ped-Scale Pole-Mounted sign is
freestanding and may be mounted on one or two poles.
Three configurations are permitted. Refer to Figure
6.130.N-1.

Height.

1.

Ped-Scale Pole-Mounted Sign Requirements

3. Sign hanging from a single
pole.

Figure 6.130.N-1. 3 Types of Ped-Scale Pole-Mounted signs.
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6.130 Signage
O. MULTI-TENANT MONUMENT SIGN
1.

2.

(3) Street. The sign must front on a street with a
right-of-way 80 feet or larger in width.

Description. A multi-tenant monument sign is a large
scale freestanding monument sign with a one or twofaced sign panel. Refer to Figure 6.130.O-1.
Use Limitations. The multi-tenant monument sign is
the only freestanding signage permitted in the following
situations. When utilized, no other freestanding signs are
permitted on any affected parcels.
a)

Multi-Tenant Center. When a commercial
development will have 3 or more tenants and
occupies more than 300 feet of street frontage, this
sign may be used.

b)

Subdivision. When a parcel zoned CC 2, C-4, or M is
subdivided into two or more parcels to be zoned CC
2, C-4, and/or M, this sign type shall be utilized for all
tenants of all parcels.

(4) Lot Line. The sign must be on a combined lot
line of 1200 square feet or more.
(5) Only one sign is permitted on the subject street
frontage.
4.

Computation. The area of a multi-tenant monument
sign is equal to the area of one (1) sign face, including the
changeable copy board, but excludes the base of the
sign.
a)

Calculating Total Sign Area. The portion of a multitenant monument sign attributed to a specific tenant
shall count toward the total allowable sign area for
that lot, per Table 6.130.F-2.

b)

Measuring Height. Height shall include the sign face,
base, cabinet, and ornamental cap.

c)

Height from Grade. Height shall be measured from
the grade level of the curb of the street closest to the
sign. The level of the ground shall not be altered in
such a way as to provide additional sign height.

(1) One sign is permitted per street frontage.
(2) Up to 2 signs are permitted for frontage over
1200 feet with spacing a minimum of 600 feet
apart.
(3) No other freestanding signs are permitted on
any included parcels.
(4) The Director may approve the use of a
monument sign in place of this sign under the
following conditions:
(i)

Resulting parcels are each smaller than 2
acres.

(ii) Resulting parcels will have no more than 2
tenants.
3.

General Requirements. Multi-tenant monument signs
shall be developed according to the standards in Table
6.130.O-1.
a)

Pole-Mounted Signs. Monument signs may not be
pole-mounted.

b)

Manually Changeable Copy. The area of any
manually changeable copy cannot equal greater than
30 percent of the area of the sign face on which it is
located or 20 square feet, whichever is less.

c)

Additional Height and Sign Area. Height up to
24 feet and sign area up to 150 square feet may be
approved by a Special Permit under the following
conditions.
(1) Residential District. The sign may not be visible
from any residential district.
(2) Sign shall serve a minimum of 5 tenant spaces.
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6.130 Signage
Multi-Tenant Monument Sign Requirements
Permitted Districts
Sign Area

CC 2, C-4, CC 8, M Districts
120 sq ft maximum area per sign face on
opposite sides
Refer to Table 6.130.B (1) for maximum per
lot.

Height

18’ maximum overall height

Location on the
Building or Site

Front or Corner Yards with minimum average
depth of 15 feet.

Placement on the
Building or Site

5’ setback from front & corner property lines;
shall not overhang property lines
Multi-Tenant Center: 1 per Multi-Tenant
Center;

Quantity

Subdivision: 1 per street frontage, unless
otherwise noted in 6.130.O(2)(b)

Internal
Illumination

Permitted for individual letters and logos

Materials

Solid wood; steel; brick; stone; burnished,
glazed, and/or honed concrete masonry
units; Aluminum, plastic & synthetics
permitted on lettered sign face

Sign must not be located in a sight triangle extending 30 feet from
either side of an intersection of a driveway and a vehicular right-of-way
or 2 vehicular rights-of-way.
1

Table 6.130.O-1. Multi-tenant Monument Sign Requirements.

SIGN 1
Height.

SIGN 2
SIGN 3

Sign Area.

SIGN 4
SIGN 5
SIGN 6
SIGN 7

Figure 6.130.O-1. Multi-tenant Monument sign.
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