
 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK ENDING 

April 22, 2022 

Good Afternoon, 

This past weekend, Grovetown held its first ever rodeo at Liberty Park. This event was a 

monumental success, and we would like to thank all of our City employees who worked tirelessly 

to put this event together. We would also like to thank the public, of which over 8,700 attended 

over the course of two nights.  

Naise Gordon of the Police Department recently acknowledged our dispatchers for National 

Public Safety Telecommunications Week. She honored our dispatch employees with a meal and 

other activities, and we would like to thank both her and our City dispatchers for the work they 

do day in and day out for our citizens. 

Georgia Cities Week will be celebrated in Grovetown April 24th through the 30th. Several 

activities will be happening around town, including tours of our facilities and other events taking 

place via social media. Check our website and social media pages next week for more 

information.  

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT TO RESIDENTS:  

The CDC has recently revised its guidelines for COVID-19, helping communities determine steps 

to take based on the most current data by introducing COVID-19 Community Levels (Low, 

Medium, and High). Currently, Grovetown is at a LOW level. This means that the CDC 

recommends staying up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and getting tested if you have 

symptoms. You may choose to mask at any time; mask recommendations may change if cases and 

hospitalizations in the area begin to rise. The pandemic has impacted City operations at all 

levels, including some of our third-party providers. Various departments may at times operate 

with smaller crews due to COVID-19. Employees are required to quarantine according to CDC 

guidelines after contracting or being exposed to the virus. Their absences, while temporary, may 



negatively affect the City’s ability to provide on-time services. The City would like to thank 

residents in advance for their understanding during this time. 

If your trash can is missed during pickup, please contact Grovetown City Hall at 706-863-4576, 

Ext. 450. 

Please be aware that there is an ordinance against illegal parking and this ordinance is being 

enforced. Also be aware that our city has a tree ordinance. Before cutting a tree, please contact 

the Planning Department for guidance on this matter. 

We have several job openings in the City. For those who may be seeking employment, please 

visit our website at www.cityofgrovetown.com. 

 

Human Resources 

Personnel Count 

• Number authorized = 144 full -time.  

• Number employed = 126 full -time. 

• 1 part-time (Museum). 

• 4 part-time/as needed (Firefighters) 

Vacancies (18)       

• 3 Road Patrol Officer      

• 2 Public Safety Dispatcher      

• 2 PT Firefighter/EMT 

• 1 Sewer Plant Operator Class 2 License   

• 1 Sewer Plant Operator Class 3 License 

• 1 Sewer Plant Operator Trainee 

• 1 Light Equipment Operator (Sewer Dept.) [using 2 temp. employees to augment 

staffing]  

• 1 Light Equipment Operator (Water Dept.) [using 2 temp. employees to augment 

staffing] 

• 1 Light Equipment Operator (Streets) [using 7 temp. employees to augment staffing] 

• 1 Light Equipment Operator (Stormwater) [using 1 temp. employee to augment staffing] 

• 1 Heavy Equipment Operator 2 (Streets)  

• 1 Light Equipment Operator (Parks & Recreation)   

• 1 Water/Sewer/Maintenance Supervisor 

• 1 Administrative Assistant Municipal Court     

• 2 ***Frozen Position***       

Hiring Actions 

• 1 Light Equipment Operator-Streets & Sanitation started on 4/18/2022  

• 1 promotion, Caitlin Roman, to Environmental Compliance Manager/Wastewater Plant 

Operator 4/18/2022  

• 1 conditional job offer for Light Equipment Operator-Water & Sewer Systems-Water 

Department on 4/18/2022 

• 1 conditional job offer for Light Equipment Operator-Stormwater on 4/20/2022 

http://www.cityofgrovetown.com/


• 1 Light Equipment Operator-Water & Sewer Systems-Water Department; tentative start 

date on 4/25/2022 

Safety/Training/Wellness  

• Safety Talk: Which Driver are You? 

Worker’s Comp Claims 

• None 

Additional information 

• Processed additional applications and preparing for interviews  

• Scheduling additional interviews for other jobs as we receive enough completed 

applications from qualified applicants 

• Processing pre-employment paperwork and backgrounds on several potential employees  

• Preparing conditional job offers for several applicants 

• Assisted with the Rodeo 

• Interviewed one applicant for Police Officer-Road Patrol 04-21-2022 

 

Finance  

• Hosted 2022-2023 Budget Off -Site #2 where the Draft Budget was presented to Mayor 

and Council for their input 

• Completed draft of 2022-2023 with Mayor and Council updates from Off -Site #2; draft 

available for review from public 

o Will host Budget Hearing Wednesday, April 27th, at 6PM at Grovetown City Hall 

 

Police Department 

Police Department arrested 5 subjects during this period: 

o 2 for DUI 

o 1 for Speeding (Columbia County Warrant) 

o 1 for Felony Theft by Shoplifting 

o 1 for Aggravated Sexual Battery 

• Criminal Investigation Division had 4 cases assigned and closed 6 cases 

• Kudos to our Criminal Investigation Department (CID) for their keen investigative skill leading 

to the apprehension of a Sexual Assault Offender 

• Police Department would like to wish Investigator Patrick Brown and Communication Officer 

Suzanne Coker a very happy birthday 

• Police Department conducted a less lethal training class on 4/21/2022 for all certified Peace 

Officers 

• Chief Jamey Kitchens, Traffic Enforcement Officer Joseph Holshouser, and Traffic Enforcement 

Officer Timothy Hardin attended a Traffic Fatality Summit in Macon, GA on 4/20/2022 

• Police Department would like to thank our sworn officers and civilian employees for their 

contributions to the success of the inaugural rodeo event hosted by the City of Grovetown 

 



Fire Rescue 

• Fire Department responded to 17 calls:  

o 8 medical and 9 fire calls 

• Chief Kent attended Budget Off -Site meeting #2 on April 19th along with monthly Staff 

Meeting on April 20th. 

• Fire crews assisted the Water Department on April 20th with hydrant flow testing for 

valve adjustments in Ashland Commons, Grove Landing, and Pamir Place subdivisions. 

• Mike Kimball with the CSRA Regional Commission met with Chief Kent to conduct site 

visits for proposed siren locations as part of the pre-application grant for weather warning 

sirens.  

• Fire Department personnel participated in the rodeo on April 15th and 16th and provided 

medical standby as well as conducted fire safety classes utilizing the Fire Safety House.  

 

Leisure and Recreation (L&R) Services 
 General 

• Leisure and Recreational Shop: Cleaned, organized shop, washed vehicles, and cut grass 

• Liberty Park: Cut baseball fields 

• City Hall: Cut grass 

• Euchee Creek Trails: Cut grass and blew off trails 

• 2nd Ave. cemetery: Cut grass 

• Municipal Court: Cut grass 

• Wildflower garden: Cut grass 

• 201 East Robinson Ave.: Cut grass 

• Historical Park: Cut grass 

• Welcome signs: Cut grass 

• Planning and Development: Cut grass 

• Harvestwood: Cut grass 

Rental & Member Updates 

• 9 new rental contracts with 7 contracts returned with payment 

• Facilities and fields were utilized a total of 51 hours 

• 2 new gym memberships 

Fleet Maintenance 

• Stormwater/Sewer 

o Ford F-250 utility truck: Replaced steering stabilizer  

o Ford F-250 utility truck: Routine service  

o John Deere arm mower: Repaired side mower, lift cylinder, arm yoke, and 

hydraulic hose 

o Ford F-250 utility truck: Repaired running board 

o Terex Light Tower: Routine service 

• Street Department 

o Big Tex dump trailer: Repaired flat tire 

o Chevy Silverado: Routine service 



o Ford F-750 Dump Truck: Routine service 

• Public Safety 

o Chevy Tahoe: Routine service 

o Crown Vic: AC issue and added freon 

o Ford Explorer: Replaced rear tires 

• Leisure and Recreation 

o Chevy Silverado: Routine service 

o John Deere mower 1: Replaced blades and routine service 

o John Deere mower 2: Repaired deck and replaced blades 

Facility Maintenance 

• A total of 14 work orders for this week: 

o  4 at City Hall, 2 at Police Department, 2 at Sewer Plant, 3 at Liberty Park, 2 

at Courthouse, and 1 at the Museum 

Programs 

• Maverick’s Fitness will be held every Monday and Wednesday 6:15PM–7:15PM and 

Martial Arts Classes will be held every Tuesday and Thursday from 6PM–7:30PM 

• Queen Diva’s Line Dance Class: May 21st from 12PM– PM and June 11th from 12PM-

4PM 

• Grovetown Summer Jam: June 25th at Liberty Park from 5PM–10PM 

 

Information Technology 

• This week we were focused on some internal policies and procedures to better serve our 

colleagues. We also focused on replenishing our local stock of connection adapters and 

user peripherals. 

• We have begun our 1st complete network inventory that will capture all IT equipment 

across the City. 

o This is in conjunction to our Life Cycle replacements schedule decision matrix for 

a 3- or 4-year schedule. 

• We completed our Wi-Fi Access Point change out; all City locations are now on an 

improved Wi-Fi network with Aruba AP’s. 

o This includes finishing the Ethernet Cord installation to give the Police 

Department Wi-Fi access. 

• We ordered new equipment to replace the old microphone on the lectern for City Council 

meetings. 

o This will allow us to use our wireless microphone system instead of the current 

battery operated one. 

• All excess hard drives were turned in to Pollock Company and a certificate of destruction 

was obtained for all of them. 

• Completed the many tasks for needed for new computer installations at the Police 

Department this week 

o All issues have currently been noted and rectified 

• This week’s tickets for calls for service volume were normal at 15. 

o Password and printing issues were our lead issues this week. 

 



Public Works 

Water Department Reports 

• Work orders were up this week to 83 

• Locates - 15  

• Assisted Sewer Department with sewer tap on Durban 

• Repaired 6 water leaks 

• Maintained beautification at: 

o Trudeau Trail 

• Assisted with rodeo clean up 

Sewer Department 

• Cross training of employee for fats, oils, and grease inspections 

• 2 employees training for Wastewater Class III Operator with Columbia County 

• Picked up trash from the rodeo 

• Conducted daily inspections of lift stations 

• New Robinson Ave. lift station is online and functioning 

• Assisted Fire Department by collecting a chemical sample from a fire and running in-

house analysis and sending soil sample out for further analysis 

• WWTP employees: 

o 1 employee took and passed state exam for Water Class III Operator 

o Conducted internal annual audit of wastewater permit requirements and lab 

records 

o Biological sampling of possible leak at WWTP headworks 

o Conducted a lab inventory, updated required documentation 

o Submitted monthly discharge monitoring report (DMR) to the EPD 

o Supported rodeo efforts, prepared the plant to safely welcome patrons 

Stormwater Department 

• Assisted with the cleaning of 5 lift stations 

• Cleaned up litter after the rodeo 

Streets and Sanitation Department 

• Bulk and yard waste were down this week to 33.68 tons 

• Litter pick-up was down this week to 14 bags of litter on the main thoroughfare 

• Potholes and driveways were fixed and cleaned on Newmantown Rd., Railroad Ave., 

and Harlem Grovetown Rd. 

Environmental Compliance 

• New job position for Environmental Compliance was accepted and passed by Council on 

4/11/2022 

Infrastructure Inspections 

• Developmental infrastructure inspections: 15 

• FOG inspections/pump outs: 2 

• Stormwater inspections: 2 

• Existing infrastructure inspections: 4 



• Inspector is attending Wastewater Class 3 training throughout the month 

Deer Hollow Section 3   

• Construction still ongoing – installing sewer lines and manholes 

Euchee Lake Subdivision 

• Comcast fiber instillation began Wednesday, April 19th  

Milton Hitt Rd. 

• Observed Scott Cline and crew cleaning the lift station; also spoke with Mr. Inglett about 

upcoming project 

Button Buck Rd. 1114 and 1121 

• Spoke with Trevor from D.R. Horton about 2 water meter issues; will follow back up 

next week to see if issues were addressed 

Hardy Dr. and Spring St. 

• Investigated a stormwater issue; will get with Keith and Scott about digging up a possible 

storm drain and cleaning it 

2001 Lake Forest Dr. 

• Investigated a storm ditch issue; S/O will be created to have ditch dug out; this will be 

scheduled along with the other storm drain issue 

 

Planning and Community Development 

General 

• City Council will be holding a work session on Thursday, April 28th regarding the 

annexation and rezoning proposals considered at the April 21st Planning Commission 

meeting. Interested members of the public are encouraged to attend. 

• Our Director of Planning and Community Development, Ronnie Kurtz, attended the 

Association of the U.S. Army (AUSA) Greater Augusta-Fort Gordon Chapter’s Monthly 

“Breakfast and Briefing” on April 19th on behalf of the City, the first one back on-base 

this year! The speaker was Col. Shaw Pick, the Fort’s Garrison Commander, who gave a 

“State of the Fort” update before his change of command this summer. 

• Our City Planner, Jonathan Bush, attended the 2nd Implementation Committee Meeting 

for the CSRA-Regional Commission’s Fort Gordon Compatible Use Study on behalf of 

the City on April 19th at the Columbia County Government Complex in Evans. He 

received an update on the progress of the study and provided input from the City’s 

perspective on potential compatibility issues between Fort Gordon and the City’s future 

development. 

• Our Director attended the Signal Towers Memorialization Ceremony on behalf of the 

City, commemorating the closing of the structure at Fort Gordon, on April 22nd. 

• 57 total building inspections. 

Meeting Update 

• Planning Commission 

• 04.21 Meeting: 

o McCoys Creek Section 6 Final Plat Revision: Approved final plat revision 

without requested variances. 



o 320 Newmantown Rd.: Recommended approval to annex and rezone to 

CC6. 

o 408 Newmantown Rd.: Recommended approval to annex and rezone to 

CC6. 

o Recommended approval of the following to facilitate an approximately 

100-home subdivision: 

• 301 Old Berzelia Rd./Parcel# G14 001: annex and rezone to R-2.  

• 301 Old Berzelia Rd./Parcel# G14 001A: rezone to R-2. 

• Old Berzelia Rd./Parcel# G14 001B: rezone to R-2. 

• 215 Old Berzelia Rd.: rezone to R-2. 

• BZA  

• 05.05 Meeting: 

o 220 Summerfield Circle: Request to encroach rear yard setback. 

Code Enforcement Update 

• 8 signs removed from public ROW 

• Overgrown Vegetation 

o 18 warnings 

o 4 NOVs 

• Property Maintenance 

o 14 warnings 

• Solid Waste/Trash 

o 41 warnings 

• Obstruction of ROW 

o 1 warning 

• 4 responses to civil concerns 

• 2 permit checks for construction jobs within the city 

• 3 cases deemed in compliance 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS CHART 

DATE:  April 22, 2022 

Sr. 

No. 

PROJECT NAME 

And Project Details 

Building 

Permits 

Issued  

CO  

Issued 

% of Project 

Completed 

Comments 

Commercial     

1 Dunkin Site  1   Site work is 

on going  

2 Sparkle Car Wash  1    Site work is 

on going 

3 Therapy Trails 1   Expect site 

work to begin 

soon 

Residential     

1 Grove Landing, Section 5 

(64 Single Family Homes) 

64 55 86% No change 



2 Brighton Landing, Section 2 

(67 Single Family Homes) 

68 60 90% No change 

3 Highland Hills, Section 2 

(32 Apartments in 4 

Buildings) 

32 25 78% No change 

4 McCoy’s Creek Section 6 

(53 Single Family Homes) 

49 38 72% 1 C/O 

5 Deer Hollow Section 2 (110 

Single Family Homes) 

105 40 36% 1 C/O 

6 Caroleton, Phase 2 

(73 Single Family Lots) 

73 71 97% No change 

7 Caroleton Phase 3 (103 

townhomes) 

38 - - No change 

8 Robin Landing Townhomes 

(47 Townhomes) 

  7 bldgs. 

(35 units)  

5 bldgs. 

(28 units) 

 

60% No change 

9 Brighton Woods 

Townhomes Section 2 

(66 Townhomes) 

37 15 23% No change 

10 Shephard Square Section 4 

(7 Single Family Homes) 

7 7 100% Project 

complete 

11 Brighton Park Apartments 

(134 Units in 29 Buildings) 

122 - - 8 Permits 

 Number of Renovation 

Permits Issued 

20    

 Number of New 

Construction Permits 

Issued 

8    

Total Number of Permits Issued        28    

      

New Business Licenses Issued:   0    

      

Renewal Business Licenses Issued: 4    

 

Citywide Projects 
Pump Stations 

• All pump stations and accompanying force mains are online and running except for 

Butler Creek which is waiting on power; Georgia Power was on-site this week working 

on getting power to the station.  

• Both contractors are nearing completion on punch list items. 

Old Louisville Rd. Booster Station 

• Pressure reducing valves were tested with manufacturer’s representative on April 20th and 

all were functioning correctly. 



Public Information Officer 

• Photographed 4/15 and 4/16 rodeo events 

• Posted public notice regarding 4/18 Liberty Park closure to City website 

• Created script for intro to Georgia Cities Week video 

• Attended 4/19 GMA training on Sunshine Laws in Sandersville, GA 

• Attended 4/20 staff meeting and updated department heads on social media analytics 

• Posted public notice regarding 4/20 water pressure valve testing in Ashland Commons and 

surrounding area 

• Attended 4/20 Columbia County Chamber of Commerce Mega Mixer event on behalf of City 

• Filmed and edited Georgia Cities Week intro video 

• Posted Draft Budget and public notice for 4/27 Budget Hearing to City website and social 

media 

• Created calendar event for 4/28 City Council Work Session on City Website 

• Picked up Georgia Cities Week artwork from Grovetown Elementary for display at City Hall 

and Grovetown Library 

• Promoted events in/around Grovetown via social media 

 

Upcoming Events/Programs/Meetings 

• Georgia Cities Week will take place from April 24th-30th in Grovetown. 

• City officials will hold a Budget Hearing on Wednesday, April 27th, 2022, at 6PM in the 

Council Chambers at City Hall. 

• Grovetown City Council will hold a Work Session on Thursday, April 28th, 2022, at 6PM in 

the Council Chambers at City Hall. 

• Board of Zoning Appeals will have a meeting on Thursday, May 5th, 2022, at 6PM in the 

Council Chambers at City Hall. 

• Grovetown City Council will hold a Council Meeting on Monday, May 9th, 2022, at 6PM in 

the Council Chambers at City Hall 

Closing Comments 

We would like to congratulate City employee Caitlin Roman on obtaining her Wastewater 

Operator Class II License and her Water Operator Class III License. We would also like to 

thank everyone who had a hand in putting together our very successful rodeo event; you all truly 

make Grovetown a special place to be. 

 

Gary E. Jones, Mayor 

 

 


